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COpus Richardi Rolle heremite de Rampull 
qui obiit Inno chꝛiſti. M. CCC. xlix. 


Dis ſhozte epyſtle that foloweth is dyuyded 
in ſondꝛy maters / eche mater by hymſelfe 
in ſondzy tytles as this kalender ſheweth. And that 
thou mapſt ſone ſynde what mater ß pleaſeth / theſe 
tytles ben here in the Epyſtle marked with dpuerſe 
lettres in maner ofa table.. See 


S god. 


¶ How men ſomtyme loued god/ how holy men 
ſomtpme were vyſpyted with fwetneſle in the loue 
ofalmyghty god. e ww 
Q what is dꝛede ⁊ how a man ſholde dꝛede god. 
V what is charyte and how e why ſhait louẽ thy 
¶ Ok oure degrees of loue/⁊ in 8 ſyꝛſt ben (god. 
fyue popnte. ¶ Oꝛdeynedloue. 
& (chetyꝛtt is that thou ſhalt loue thy ſleſſhe one 


ly that it beſuſteyned.>=<EC229%824 


Ac che.ii.is þ ſhaltlouey woꝛlde tonoſupfluyte. 


© CThe.iii.is}ſhaltlouethyneghbour fo; god: 3 
thi 


NA ye wurth is thou ſhalt loue thy frende 


good lyuynge.· D ee 


Ihe fpſth is thou ſhalte loue thyn enemy be 


AH CThe ſpꝛſte popnt is thou ſhalte laut no vyct w 


monꝛe dꝛede. . e e 
In the ſeconde degre of loue ben thꝛe poyntes. 


¶ Clene lou. 2 


vertue. S D Se 


XZ The ſtronde is 5 chalt hate a euyi tuſtomes. 
Q chethyꝛde is thou ſhalt not 


ſettelyght by ſyn 
Bychard Bolle, 41 


4 ED RE Cl Ea 


1 


ne beit neuer ell. tia | 


In thethywe — zue be tpue poyntes. 
¶ Stedkaſt loue. 


'N CThefy2ſtis thouchalte loue god with all thy de; 


ſy10.>==4@220}28=q%CC22apwy 
O CThelcconoetsthou chalte in the begynnyngeof 
thy werkes thynke on p woꝛſhyp c dꝛede ok god. 
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-O CThethy2deis thou ſhalte do no lynne vpontruſt | 


blthtr good dedes. WW 
Q. ¶ Te ſourthe is thou ſhalte rule the dyſcretly that 
thou fayle not foʒ none feruent wpll, 


ge fo: leynte herte ne ſoꝛ temptacyon, 
CInthefourth degre ofloue ben, viit.poyntes, 
CParipteloue. 
S CHowby encr f vertues thou mayſt cometo 
perfeccyon. S 
V. Nees good wyll is ⁊ may be in dyuerſe meners. 


chalte rape. S eee 


cyons wakynge oz ſlepynge / and how thou ſhalte 
with ſtande theym. eee S 
* ¶ How thou ſhalt be pacyent# what tyme pacpen⸗ 
4 ce is mooſt nedekull. ME..“ N 

3 How perſeueraunce is nedefulls howÿ mayſt be 
perleueraunt. S DD S eee 


red to deuocpon. eee 
CErpiiciteabula. 


What parfyteis in pꝛayer and in what maner ß 


B CThefyfth is thou halt not leue thy good lyuyn | 


Wo thou mayſt beware and knoweof tempta⸗ 


AB CBy what pzayeroz thought thou map be ſty | 


= N the begynnyngeand endynge of all good 


, n 1 * , K 
CR _—_ * 


Fi werkes wozlhyp F thankynge beto almygh 

Ut god maker#byerofallmabynde begyn⸗ 
ver and ender of all goodnes / without who⸗ 
e gyſte ct helpe no maner vertue is ne mape 


be whether it be in thought wyll / oz dede/ than what 
euer weſpnfull creatures thynke oꝛ do ſpeke oꝛ ways = 
te that may tourne in to pꝛoufyteot᷑ mannes ſoule to 
god onely be the woꝛſhypthat ſente all grace to vs 
no pꝛapſynge foz of vs without hym cometh no thyn 
ge but fyithe e ſynne. Now than good god of his en⸗ 
deles myght #plenteuous goodnes graũte me gras 
ke to thynke ſomwat ol his dere loue# how he ſholde 


bytter 

papnes of ſcoꝛ nge. He ſuffred alloagarlodcoffhar 

pethoꝛnes p2eſlydto his hecd whiched percyd ſo the 
Apchard Rol. A. iii. 


— — . > - —„—' — r — — $6 — — 
a 2 


veynes that the blood ran doune in to his eyen / naſe 
mouth c eeres. Aſterwarde wpon ß crolſe his bones 
were dꝛaweout of Joynte the veynes e the ſenewes 
were boꝛſten fo: ſtrayte deawynge to e croſſe he wa 
napled hande a lot / and ſo fapled the blood of kynde 

with bytter paynes ot deth. He betokehis ſppꝛyte to 
the lader ok heuẽ / and than ſuffred at the laſt his glo⸗ 
rpous herte to be thozugh percyd with a ſharpe ſpere 


e | 
le in to Joye without ende. Pt godofhis grete good 
nes loued thus ma gyuynge hymouer this wytte x 


reaſon and all other thynge that hym nedeth kyndes 
ly a man ſholde nyght and daye with all his wpttes 
loue hym and keruentelp deſyꝛeto tonne loue ſuche a 
d god that all thynge made al thßge gyueth and 
ſuſteyneth. Ok this delpze there ben many men and 
women whiche n ckeof p 
loue ot god and all dape alkynge how they ſholdelos 
ue godẽ in what maner they holde loue to his plea⸗ 
ſaunte ſoꝛ his endeles goodnes. To uche men e wo⸗ 
men okthat good wyl and that holy deſpꝛe Awyllſe 
we kyꝛſteot holy men beloꝛe this tyme how feruente 
ſome were in the loue ol god. Allo in how hyghea de 
gree ot loue ſome were vpſpted in pl wetenes ofcryſt 


tyeofmen and women to come to ſo hyghea degreof 
due / therloꝛe after the ſhewynge ol ſuche hyghe des 
grees ofloue ſomwhat J wyll wꝛyte to other ol ſym 

ple knowynge how they cholde loue god as that graoa 
tyous god wyll gyue me grace. S © | 


But it map be ſo that it is full harde foz the moꝛe par 


ànd all woꝛldeiy thyngesandlpuedin wpidernes by 


ol god. But Itrowe there ben but fewe oz elles none 
that folowen them now / foz we fynde not by goddes 
_ laweot heſte that we 
were kepe ⁊ ſuſteyned ſo it was mooſt by the myght 


ED 


Bc dom men ſomtynte ioued god e how holy men 
ſomtyme were vylyted with ſwetenes in the loue 
of almyghty god. S e 


Fyndexredeofoure holp faders in olde tyme 
that foz the loue ot god they foꝛſake the woꝛlde 


graſfet by rotes/ſuche men were feruent in the loue 


ſholde loue lo. Foz all be it they 


be without hj 


| una" ma 
moche by ÿ ſtrength ofkyn 


dethat was in man thodayes. Jwpll not coũſeyll p 
— lyue as they dyde / foz thou mapſt by other maner 


god as thou ſhalt 


whichelpue 


4 
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ofthoth:e.By this Iſupole he that hath grate to co 
me to the fyꝛſte may by goddes helpe tome to the ſe⸗ 
conde-x ſs with a feruent deſyre t good perſeueraun 


ftehemap come tothethyrde. Shoztly J wyll chewe 
here theſe degrees ofloue / ſoꝛ by tauſe all meu and 


women that (holde rede this haue not knowyngeof 


theym / ne neuer herdeſprke offuche degrees ofioue 


| befozetyme.CDegreesofhygheloue. .. CThe 


to onp treaturethan ones wylfully dpſpteaſehis god 


fyꝛſte loue is fo feruent that no thynge whiche is con 
trary to goddes wyll may ouertome that loue welth 
ne wo heith ne ſytzenes. Alld hep hath this louewpll 

not make godones angry fozallthe woꝛlde withoute 
ende / but rather ſuſtre all p payne that myght come 


in thought oꝛ dede. ii. ¶ The leconde loue is mo⸗ 
re keruent foꝛ p is ſo ſtronge / that what man loueth 
in that degre all his thought herte ; myght is ſo en⸗ 
tperly ſo beſely c ſd perſyghtely ſtablyſſhed in Jheſu 


cttyſtethat his thought cometh neuer from hym but 
whan hellepefh. ii. — — „51 
is hygheſt and mooſt wonderfull / koꝛ what man co? 


meth to that loue all comfozte and all foloce is cloſed 
outeokhis herte / but onelp the Foyeof Ihelu cryſte. 
Other Joye may his herte not reteyue koz ſwetneſle 
that he hathofß Jope euermoꝛelaſtynge. This loue 
is lo bꝛennynge t ſo gladynge that who ſo hath that 
loue map as Well fele the fyer of bꝛẽnynge loue in his 
doule / as an other man may kele his ſynger bꝛenne in 
- erthely kyꝛe. This loue map well be called a bꝛennyn⸗ 
geloue. And yk men had luche lwetneſle in the loue oak 
rout late tyme J ſuppoſe wellÞtheſamewemay 

haue now bethe gyfteofgodyk we were as feruent 


3 ——— ——— 
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ly thynge dyſpleale god/but truly ſtandeth in his de 


= 


h 
£ 


rthe⸗ 


gree whether he be relygous oz ſeculer. In this ma⸗ 


P 


ue oꝛ thou dymbe to onp hyerdegrec. ii. ¶ Tye ſes 
tonde degree is whan a man fozſaketh allthe wozlde 


 faued/therfoze Itounſeyll the to haue c kepe this lo 


ner euery man behoueth to loue his god that wyll be y 


4-4 
*%* 


| 


fo: theloucofgod-thatis foztofaye his fader his mo 


der c all his kynred q foloweth cryſt in pouerte. Allo 
ſtandeth —— ah lay dev g moors nnoamyhts inherte 
howchaſtein body how meke e buxom howclenetn 
all vertues / c hate all vyces ſoothatall his lyfe be 

ghooſtly nonethynge fleſſhely .iti. ¶ Thethyꝛde 


degre is hygheſt loꝛ that is a full contemplatyſelyfe 
as whan a ma oʒ a womã loueth fo to be alone from 


all maner noyſe And whan that he is ſaddely ſettein 


this lyfe and in this louie with his ghoſtiy eyen than 


map heſe in to the blyſſeokheuen 
be ſoo enlumpned and ſo clere lyghted with grace of 
ghooſtly loue and alſo thʒugh kyndeled with the gra 
cyous fyꝛeo cryſtes loue that he ſhall haue a maner 
ok bꝛennynge loue in his hert euermoꝛe laſtynge and 
his thought euermoꝛe vpwarde to god. Thus as Þ 


iche pleaſe 
degree as men c women of the woꝛlde both lozdes x 


ladpes other hulbonde men women # wpues. Fo: al 6 


be it they may not come ſuch 


tſuffyſeth them to haue the fpꝛſtedegreofthele thꝛe 


whiche Ireh laſt foz that euery man is bounde 
to kepe.¶ yſthou deſpꝛe to haue an hygher degre ok 


loue into the woꝛſhyp of god trauaple as othet᷑ men 


haue reherted god hath vyſytcd his ſeruauntes gy: 

uynge theyma ſpecpall ſauour to loue hym by they 
holp lyuynge. Many other men and women there be 
god full well ſtandynge truely in theyx 


dthanhiseyen | 


e hye cotemplatyfe lpfe . 


dpde t alte helpe and grace with good perſeucraũce 


fpꝛſt is dꝛedeokmanoꝛ dzedeof Þ wozlde, Theſecode 
 tscalleddzedeof 
ſted dꝛede oꝛ a frendely dꝛede. . i. C The ſyꝛſte 
wWhiche is dꝛede of man oz ofthe wozlde is / whan a 
manoꝛ woman dꝛedeth mozethe punpſſhyngeofthe 
., wolde as betyngethe body oz pꝛyſonynge than the 


r A 


be plit pleaſe god toperfozmethy w nennen 
ſcgsqy purpoſe But loʒ as moche as there be 


haue not a ſadde grounde ne but lytcil felynge 3 
they ſholde loue and dzede god / whicheis ſpedelull a 
- nedetull fo; all men to knowe. Chertoze to ſuche as 
| denothnompoge AUR RE BEOS 
- they ſholde loue d dꝛede god-that they may be p mos 
; reſtableintheloueof god. Aſter that Jlhall 
/ bythegraceofgod fouredegrees ofloue whiche eue⸗ 


rp trpſten man relpgyous x ſcculer ſholde holde and 


kepe ne r 


be leruentip let to the loue of god. 2 
eg 5 05 


ſuapd inthe begſn — 
1 geen n whakofche dzede 
beto his wo —— 


Cc what is duede / and hom a man ſholde dzede 
| Yod. T Dee eee 


II. that p dꝛede ol god is begynnynge ol wy⸗ 


ledome. ¶ D2edeclerkes — — 
1 this tymetsin many maners. But Jſuppole thze - 
 kpndegofdzede ben mooſt nedefull foz to knowe.The 


etyyꝛde is called a cha⸗ 


punyſſhynge ot the ſonle. And allo whan a man dꝛes 


deth moze to leſe his tempoꝛall goodes in this pal; 


f Wee eee 


. loueſfthounot god whome 5 dꝛedeſte / thou delyreſt 
not pet goodnes of vertues / but thou withſtandeſt ß 
wyckednes ol vptes / whã thou withſtandeſt wyc⸗ 


dꝛede is toũted foz nought / lo god almyghty fozbad | 
this dꝛede whã he ſaydthus. Dꝛedeth hym not that 
mape ſlee ÿ body but rather dꝛede hym that map ſen ö 


dethe body and ſoule in to euerlaſtynge kpꝛe. ii. 


trynge of grete paynes whiche he dꝛeded ſoꝛethi 
dꝛede ſuffyleth not as thou ſhalte lee afterwarde / but 


HT 


CIndtheſeconde dꝛede whicheis the dꝛedeof ſerug | 
e is whan a man withdꝛaweth hym oꝛ abſtepneth 
ym fro ſynne moꝛe fo2 dꝛedeof ß payneof helle than 
fozlouey he ſhold he ueto god. Eueryſuche mã what 
goodnes he dooth it is not fo2 dꝛede to leſe euerlaſtyn⸗ ; 
1 lyſſe whiche he deſyꝛed not / but fo2d2ede onelp of 


0 * 
A 
* 
z 
: 


pet it may be good & pꝛouſytable. iii. C/Thethyz * 


de dꝛede whicheis called a chaſte 02a frendely dꝛede 


is / whan a man dꝛedeth the longe abydynge here fo; 


n god, Alſo whan 


edzedeth that god wyll gofro hym / as perauentu⸗ 


ſe they ſholde not be ſente in to hell to bꝛenne there w 


rehe withdꝛaweth his grate fro hym. Aid whan he 
duedeth to dyſpleale god foꝛ the grete loue a dyſyꝛeß 
he hathe fo: to pleaſe god / uche dꝛede cometh of loue 
andy pleaſeth moche god. Take than hede how here 
vereherced thꝛemaner degrees ot dꝛede / llethe fyꝛſt 
loꝛ it is not pꝛoulytable. The ſetonde may bepzouky- 
table/fo ſome men there be whiche dꝛede god by tau 


the deupls in euerlaſtynge fyze, This dꝛede may be 
good oz by this wape they may tome in to the loueok 
our loꝛde god as by this waye that I ſchall ſhewe. All 


be itthat tou dꝛede our loꝛde god onely foꝛ payne vet 


C 


pF © 
| 
= ; 


kednes thou begynneſt to deſy2e goodnes. whanthou 


; deſyreſt goodnes and vertues / than cometh in to the 
thpꝛde manere of dꝛede / whiche is called as I layd a 
thaſtoꝛ a frendely dꝛede. Foz than thou dzedeſt to leſe p 


goodnes and grace that god hath put in the /thou dꝛe⸗ 
deſt than alſo toleſe the blyſſethat is oꝛdened foz the/ 


and ſo bythis thou ſhalte dꝛede god that he fozſake not 
the / whanthou dꝛedeſt god in this manerthenne haſt 

thou hym ſykerly with the / and ſo foz his loue thou 
halte deſpꝛeto be with hym. Thus maylt thou well 


knowe how dꝛede ol god many bꝛyngethe in tothe lo⸗ 


ueok god/yfthou loue god than thou haſt wyſedome / 
ſo thus the dꝛedeot god is the begnynge of wyſedom 


Takehede than and dꝛede god in the maner as Jha⸗ 
ue reherced / fo2 yf thou dꝛede well god thou ſhalte not 


be llowe in his ſeruyce. He that dꝛedeth wel god leueth 
no goodnes vndo whiche he may doto the pleaſure of 
god. vyfthou dꝛede godthou wplt kepe his commaun⸗ 
dementes / and 5 dꝛede that thou haſt to god ſhall bꝛyn 
gethe in to euerlaſtpnge ſpkernes where thou ſhalt ne 
- uerdzcde.Ofthedzedeofgod wexeth a grete deuocpõ / 
aͤnd a maner ſoꝛowe with full contrycyon ſoz ſpnnes/ 
thꝛugh that deuocyon and contrycpon thou fozſakeſt ; 
- thyſynnes / and peraueuture ſomwat ofthe wozlnely ,, z 
goodes. By that fozſakyngethouloweſtthetothy god 
e and comeſt in to mekenes / chozugh mekenes thy lel⸗ 
ſhely luſtes ben deſtroyed / by that deſtruccyon all vy⸗ 
ties be put out and vany 
- bycesthan vertues begyn to wexe and ſpꝛynge. Of 
the ſhynynge of vertues the clennes olthe herte is pur 


ſched awpe by puttynge out ol 


chaſed. By clennelleof thy hert thou ſhalte cometo full 
poſſeſſpon of the holy lout ol Fheſu'ctylte, By theſe 


ü ä — — , ⁰˙¹ w ̃ũ. n wn — —— Lg # 


woꝛdes thou mayſt knowe how thou ſhalte dꝛede foz | | 
louc/and how thou maylt tome to loue thꝛugh dꝛede 
of god. But the moꝛe loue encreaſeth in the/themoze 
dꝛede gooth from the / lo that yl thou haue grace to to 
me to a feruent loue thou ſhalte but lytell thynke on 
dꝛedꝛe fox the lwetneſle that thou ſhalt haue in thelo⸗ 
ueoł god. But pet be thou neuer ſoparfyteitis nedes | 
kull that thou dꝛede dyſcretly as longe as thou art in 
this woꝛlde foꝛ as mocye as I ſayd thou mapſt come 
to loue yt thou dꝛede god /ſee now furthermoze what 
is charpte ⁊ loue to god. How ⁊ in what maner thou 
(halt louehym why thou ſhalt loue hym. How p ſhalt | 
no we whan god of his mercy graüteth p that gra | 


ceto conneloue hym. Di ad a 


ue thy god... See ee 


popntes. . Oꝛdeyned loue. 


0 


- Pxpneypall 2maudemetes of god. The fyzſte longet 
to p loue ot god whiche is greteſt comatidemeto 
ia we ol god. The.ii.iongeth 
bout æthis is lyke to 5 
is charyte æloue. S 
thou ſhalte ioue god 
with all vertue as t 
theoz withſtãdeſt 


Vd what is charyte and how a why thou (halt los 


COffoured egrees of loue / and in the fy2ſt ben fyue | 4 


Haryteas I redeis a louethat we ſholde ha - 

urgod/fozas mocheagheisalmpghty god. 

| Ml charyte is a loue wherby we ſholde loue out 
neyghboure as our ſelfe foz god. And theſe betwo 


70 | 


| (spleaſpngeo2 lykynge to thy fleſſhe foz theloue ol 


monꝛe aſterwarde / but ſe now ferthermoze howthou 


D 


blelſyd fleiſhe of cryſt/ than theu loueſt hym with all 
thy hert ⁊ all thy ſoule, Ofthis mater thou ſhalt her 


halt loue hõ. ¶ Thecauſes why thou ſhalt loue god 
ben without nombzꝛe haußge rewarde to hisbenetay 
tes but twocauſes we haue pꝛyncipauly aboue other 
Done is foꝛ he loueth vs fyꝛſt with all his herte a all 
his ſoule ſwetely ⁊ ſtrongelp / ſwetely whan he toke 


lleſſhe and blood e betame man fozourloue-ſtrongiy + 
whan he ſuſtred dethe koꝛ loueof man. The ſeconde 


- cauſeis-fo2 ther is nothynge that may be loued mos 
re ryghtlully ne moꝛe pzouſptable.Mozeryghtfulis 
there none thanthe loue ol hymthat made man and 
deped —— poufytable thyngeis there no 

nethat map bt loued than almyghty god foꝛ yt we lo 
ue hym as we be bounde he wyll gyue vs Joye and 


Dlyſle without ende where nothynge lacketh but all 


thyuge is plenteuous d euerlaſipnge, Se now how 
thou knowe whan god putteth grace in p foz to 


. knoweloue.Whanthe trauaple whiche thou haſt foz 
the doueol god is lyght e lykynge tothethan thou be 
gynneſt to haue ſauour in the loue ot god. Foꝛ ther is 


reer 


mo maner trauayle greuous ne trauaplous to hymp 
1 — — feruentlp #trauapleth wylfully fo: the lo 
- ueof 

but all ſweteneſſe fo ry 
| thevyceofhatredryght ſo lwetneſſe is ſyſter to p ver 
tue ot loue ſo that in ioue is all ſwetneſſe. ¶ Allo the 
trauapieot᷑ louers map bei no maner trauaylous ne 
Nteuoꝰ. Foz ryght as hawzers a hunters what euer 
- trauapletheyhaue it greueth them not ſoz the loue c 


¶ Alo ſtedfaſt loue feleth no bytterneſſe / 
ght as bytterneſſe is ſyſter to 


— TTL ²˙ RE EO A 


lybyngethatthey haue in theyꝛ game / ryght ſo what gr 
thynge it be that a man loucth & tatzeth vpon hyma i 
trauaylefoz that thynge that he loueth oꝛ elles it is no v 
trauaple/andyfit be trauaplous it lyketh hym to ha⸗ de 
uetrauayle foꝛ » thynge whiche heloueth. Tabethan | ti 
good hede of theſe wozdes / foz yr thou loue god thou 
wylt gladly trauaple ſutfre foz the loueof god-yfthy 
trauayleſemeth thanlyght tothe / oꝛ ellys yk thou o 
ueſt oꝛ deſpzeſt gladly to haue trauayle ſoꝛ totheloueof 2 « 
god thou mayſt well knowe that god ofhis grace hath 4 
put inthea begynnynge to come to loue. Whan thou 
haſte ſuche a gratyous begynnynge withdꝛawe not) 

loue frome hym fozno maner dyſeaſe that may fallto 
the. Foz many men dt womentherebe that whyle thep *! 
bein pꝛoſperpte/that is to ſay / whylethep be in welth | 
and mreſt * they wyll ſhewe loue to god uche as 
they can. But yk god lendeth hym onp dyleaſe oꝛ onß 
manerol chaſtyſpnge anone her loue lwageth #that 
is noſadde loue. Foz who ſo loueth truſtyngiy and ſad | 
ly he loueth as weil in his aduelpte as in pꝛoſperpte / 
koꝛ what god ſendeth to vs it is fox our pꝛouſyte /thers | 
done be it helthe be it woß he ſendeth weſholde.hertelp | 
thanke hym and not withdꝛawe our loue from hym lo 
no nede that he hath to our loue / but fo2 grete pꝛofypte 
that we ſholde haue to loue hym / x foꝛ his grete good? 
nes that he wyll chaſtyſe vs here all foz our better... 
Chus than haue J chewed in fewe woꝛdes what is 
charyte and loue to thy god/how thou ſhalt loue hym / 

bohy thou ſhalte loue hym / and how thou ſhalte znewe 
whan thou haſt grace to conne loue hym. Lerne than 
thus to loue xle now ferther moze what pꝛoufyte and 
grace cometh ol loue. ¶ In the loueol god ben ſyue 
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: i. ¶ The fyꝛſt is łyꝛe clenſpnge the loule okall maner 
vyces thu 
de is lpght ſhynynge in ſoule with clerenes ol vers 
tues thozugh holy pzapers. . iii. The thyꝛdeis ho⸗ 


Cothis d 


gratyous thpnges. Fyꝛe/lyght / hony / wyne / ſonne 


holy medytacyons, . ii. ¶ The ſecon⸗ 


ny makynge ſwete the ſoule whan hathe in mynde 


the benefaptes and 5 grete gyſtes ol god almyghty / 
gr peldynge to hymthankynges.. iii. ¶ The fourth 
is wpne kullyllynge ſoule with a grete gladnes tho 
rough a ſwete contemplacyon.. v. ¶ The fyfth is a 

ſonne makynge ß ſouleclere with a ſhynnynge lyght 
in myꝛthe withouten ende a gladyngethe ſoule with 
Aan eaſy hert ĩ Joyt c blyſſe euermoze laſtpᷣge. Thus 
thou mapſt ſee what pꝛoufyte he ſhall haue that can 


weil loue. God than okhis grete grace graunt vs hỹ 
ſo to loue as it is mooſt to hym pleaſpnge. Amen. 


Row ferthermoꝛe J wyll chewe to p as I ſapd be⸗ 
foꝛe foure degrees ot loue whichethou maylt kepe c 
© eaſely cometo one after an other yf thou haue good 


Oure degrees ok loue there be/the kyꝛſt is cal⸗ 
L led anoꝛdepnedloue oz els oꝛdynat loue / that 
is to ſape a loue oꝛdeyned to be knowen & kepteok all 
maner me men ok euery degree in the woꝛlde. 
louelongen. v. poyntes to be kepte 
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¶¶ Thel -loue thy fleſſhe onely that it be 
” ſuſteynr at thouloueÞ woꝛlde to no ſu 
perlluy it thou loue thy nepghbour 
1 z god. due thy ende fox his 
goodlyupuge | empe fo2 the 


- mozemedeot god. 
Bychard Bolle. 
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Ache ppzſteis that thou chalteloue thy kleſſhe J ne 
onely that it beſuſtcyned, T 1 


Tis lyꝛſte poynte is as Jſayd thou ſhalte loue 
thy fleſſheonely that it be ſuſteynedas thus. 
Chou ſhalte take mete e dꝛynke clothp ge e all other d 
thyngethat is nedefullto thy body in reſonable ma ⸗ 

ner to kepe thy body in his eſtate in comfozteof thy 
ſoule to trauayle ⁊ contynue inthe leruyce ofgod/x 
not fo2 to nouryſſhe thy lleſſhe in luſt #lykynge wit)⸗ 
dyuerle delpcate metes c dꝛynkes fo2 ther ot cometh 


à ſoule that is wonte to deiy 
tes ot the fleſſhe gadzeth togyder many fylthes and 
wyckednes. Thou mapſt allo do no exces fozyfthou 

vle the to exceſle / thou kalleſt in to the vyce of gloto | 
nye / whiche thou knoweſt well is dedely ſynne. Of 
ſynne J rede thus where vyceofglotony repgneth | | 

in on man leſeth v ghooſtly ſtrength yfhe had ony |! 
beloꝛe. And but yfthe wombe ol glotonye be ſwaged | 
all his tues ben caſt downe therfozelouethy fleſſhe 

to ſuſtentacyon and not to delytes c to excelle fo here 
thou mapſt well knowe r le that it is good a nedefull 
to flee delytatyes. But thou ſhalt vnderſtandehereöß 
Itounlepllethe not to foꝛbere ony meteoz dꝛynke in 
ſpecyall foꝛ the vyte of delycacpe is not iu the mete / 
but in p luſt that thou haſt in mete therfozeſayth an 
holy clerke Often we take deynte metes without bla 


me / c lomtyme other metes a compn to euerp man 


— ä 


je | not without gylte ok conltyence. So thus it ſemeth 


well whan we take ony mete fo2 delyte moꝛe than foz 
= ſuſtenaunce we offende god /therloze flee delytes and 


2 
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luſtes of mete a dꝛynke c loue thy fleſſhe onely that 
it be ſuſteyned / and than thou hat the fyꝛſt poynte of 
this degree of loue, ==zE222;=/a@vlpv 


AH Che ſccondeis thou ſhalte loue the wozlde to 


no ſuperflupte. + WMW WW 


| D ſeconde poynte is thou ſhalt loue the woꝛl⸗ 


de to no ſuperflupte As thus płthou loue god 


thoũ ſhalte not deiyꝛe ne loue vanytecsofthewoulde 
ne woꝛldely goodes mozethan y nedeth. Pfgod hath 


oꝛdepned the to an hyghe degree in the wozlde as foz 
to be alozde oʒ a lady / oz foꝛ to haue ony ſoueraynte 
ghooſtlyo2 woꝛldely by reaſon reuerence muſt be do⸗ 


neto p moꝛe than to an other man oꝛ woman. Fo af⸗ 


ter that the ſyꝛſt man Ida was inobedpent to goodel 
comaundement it was o2deyned by almyghty god 
man ſholde be ſubgect to mã. Allo foz as moche as 


people muſt haue gouernaũce therſdꝛe it is reaſon to 


do reuerence to them that haue power ⁊ goueruaũce 


a boue other. But all be it p y be grete æ wouldely woꝛ 


ſhyp muſt be to do the loue it not ne deſyꝛe it not but 
mekely pelde all ð woꝛſhyp to god whiche myght ha- 


ue made thea ſubget there he hath oꝛdeyned y a loz⸗ 


de oꝛ a ſouerapnecthꝛugh that iowncs thou ſhalt ha 
ue ſome grate to withſtande Þ deſyꝛe ot woꝛldely vas 
nytees. I ſaye ferthermoꝛe yf thou loue the woꝛld to 
none ſuperflupte / ÿᷣ ſhalte not deſy2ene loue woꝛlde 


Ip good moꝛethanthenedeth. As thus thou knoweſt 


Rychard Bolle. B. ii. 
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well ynough in thy begynnynge wheter arte loꝛde 
02 ſubgett pooꝛe 02 ryche holde the apayde with thy 
degree lo that thou hauethy ſuſtenaunce c deſpꝛeto 
be no greter / but onely as goddeg wyl is c as he wyll 
dyſpole foz the. yf thou holde the not payde with that 
that god hath lente tothe and to thyn a reſonable ly⸗ 
uelode but euer deſy2eſt foz to be greter and greter in 
the woꝛlde than thou loueſt the woꝛde to ſuperfluyte 
foz thou deſpꝛeſt moze than thou nedcſt e ſoo by that 
 fouledcſyze thou falleſt in to the vyceofcouctyſe whi 
che is repꝛeued by goddes lawe as a foule dedelp ſyn 
ne. This ſyfie is full peryllous foz I rede where that 
the ſpunt ot couetyſe is in a many man is made ſub⸗ 
gert to all other vyces. I fyndealſo that couetpſe and 
pꝛyde be as it were one vyte oꝛ one wyckednes inſo - 
moche that yet where pꝛyde repgneth ther iscouety | 
ſe-x where couetyle reygneth there is pzydethis vy⸗ 
te is ſo wycked & ſo greuous # as lõge as it repgneth 
in onp man he ſhall hvue no grace loʒ to dꝛawe to god 
warde. This wytneſſeth weil a full holy clerke ſaynt 
Gregoꝛpe c ſapth thus in an Omelpe. That in none 
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do0d.ther wyle we may ne can neuer come ne dꝛawe to ß 
1} Rae begynner #maker ofall goodnes / but that we caſte 
M awaye krome vs the ſynne of couetyſe whicheis rote 


UN of all euylles. Than it ſemeth wellyfthou wylt come 

totheloueok god thou muſt lee the ſynne ok couetpſe 
¶ Thꝛethynges there be in p woꝛlde as J rede whi⸗ 
che men deſpꝛe aboue all other wozldly thỹges. The 
fyzſt is recheſſe. The ſeconde is luſtes. And ỹ thyꝛde 
is wozſhyp. O frycheſſe cometh wycked dedes. Of lu 
ſtes cometh ſoule dedes. Andof woꝛſhyp cometh va- 
- nytes.Byches engẽdꝛed couctyſe,Luſtes nozyſſheth 


god as thy ſelle/that is foſaye/loke where to and foz 
what thou loueſt thy ſelle ſoy ſhalte loue thy neygh⸗ 


W e nen e ee , 


god ryght ſo thou ſhalt loue thy ney 
ſameclerke.Hethatloueth me » is to ſape his neygh 


ktoꝛſabeſt a ſynguler pꝛouſtpte ſoꝛ p loue ot thy neygh 
neyghbour as thy ſelfe whan dooſt hym no harme 


otonye & lecherye / and wozlhyp nozyſlſheth booſt e 
pꝛyde. Thus thou mayſt knowe what perpllit is to 
loue the woꝛlde moꝛe than nedeis a thanthou lhalte 

kepe the leconde poynteofthis degree. 


gl 


O CThethyzdeis thouſhalte louethyneghboure 


fo; god. MN DD HD OD ND 


he thyꝛde poynte is howthou ſhalte loue thy 
neyghboure foz god tothis thou arte bounde 
by thecomatidement of god where he comaunded# 
ſayth thouſhalte loue thy neyghboure as thy ſeifeyf 
thou ſhalte loue hym as thyſelfe nedes thou mult lo 


ue hym thou ſhalte loue hym alſo foz god. Otthis lo⸗ 
ue ſpeketh ſapnt Auſtpn e ſayth / thou ſhalt loue god 


fo: hymlelte with all thy herte e thy neyghboure foz 


boure. Chou ſhalte loue thy ſelte in all goodneſſe x foz 
b boure ſoz god 
Ein all goodnes but in none euyll / therkoꝛe ſapth the 


bours he loueth oz ſhold loue them foz they ben good 
Eryghtfulloz els that they map be good #ryght 
ethat is to ſape thou ſhalt loue them in god oz els fo; 
de in this maner euery man ſholde loue hymſelfe 
lo ot the loue ol thy nepghbour Jrede whanthou 


bour thaÞloueſt thy neyghbour Allothouloueſt thy 


but deſyreſt the lame goodnes c pꝛouſtyte ghooltly c 


bodely to hym thatÞ delyꝛeſt tothy ſelfe. Loue thus 


Bychard Rol. B. iii. 


thp neyghbour oz els þloueTnot god. Tho this ac; 
coꝛdet an holy tlerke ⁊ ſayth. By 5̊ loueof god thelo⸗ 
ue of thy neyghbour is purchaſed / a by Þloueofthp 
neyghbour the loue ok god is nouryſſhed foꝛ he ta; | 
tzeth no hede to loue his neyghbour he can not loue 
his god. But whan ÿ halt kyꝛſte lauour in loue ofthy 
neyghbour / than thou begynneſt to entre in to p loue 
bol god. Louethus thy ook fo2 god e than thou 
kepeſt the thyꝛde poynt okthis degree of loue. 


(che fourh is thou ſhalt loue thy frende ſoꝛ his 
good lyuynge, SD Se 


: gy Te fourth poynte is/thou ſhalt loue thy kren⸗ 


A”. defo2 his good lyuynge. yfthou haue a frende 
that is of good lyuynge thou ſhalt loue hÿ in double 
maner ſoꝛ he is thy frende and foꝛ the goodnes that 
is iu hym/yf he be not good ok lyfe but vycyous thou 
— mapfſt louehß but not his vyces. Fo as J rede par⸗ 
f  fpte frendſhyp is whanÞ loueſt not in thy frendeÞþ 
ſholde not be loued / and whan thou loueſt inhymoz 
delpꝛeſt to hỹ goodnes whiche is to be loued As thus 
though it be ſo p they frende lyueth ſo fotyſſhly thou 
I hyalt not loue hym foly lyuynge but that he may by 
gJaoddes grace amẽde hym and be parkyte in lyuynge 
FTioꝛ what man it be 5 loueth hymlelfein folye he ſhal 
not pꝛouffyte in wyſedom. Alo the ſame clerke ſayth 
in another plate loueth not the vyces ol our fredes 
pl pe loue pour frendes. Loue than thy frende fo: his 
good lyuynge e than thou ſhalt kepe p fourth poynt 

of this degree of loue.. S. eee e 


— 


T C The fyftheis thou ſhalt loue thynennempe foz 
_ themazemede,>=(FC222%8==aw | 
C Inthe ſeconde degreeokloue benthzepoyntes, 

| | ¶ Clene loue. 


Tm fyfth poynte is thou ſhalt loue thyn enne⸗ 
mye foꝛ the moꝛe mede. A grete dede ofchary⸗ 
te it is and nedefull to foꝛgyue them p haue treſpaced 
apenſt vs w all our herte. ¶ It is but lytell goodnes 
#full leſſe mede to be well wyllynge to hyn that doth 
the no harme / but it is a grete goodnes c a greter me 
dethat thou be well louynge tothyn ennempye. And ỹ 
thou do good # wyll good with all thy power to hym 
that doth euyll oꝛ is in wyll to do euyll to the with all 
his power. Ofthis mater ſpeketh an holy clerke and 
ſayth. It is holden a grete vertue amonge woꝛldelp 
men to ſufſtre pacyentiy theyʒ enuempes / but it is a 
greter vertue a man to loue his enempe foʒ that ver⸗ 
tue is pꝛeſented as fo2 ſacreſyte befoꝛe the ſyght of al⸗ 
myghty god. Allo to this purpoſe accoꝛden p woꝛdes 
ok cryſt where he ſayd to his dyſcpples. Loue your en 
nempes do good to theym that hate you /# pꝛape foz 
them purlyewe pou to dyſeaſe © foz them 5ᷣ deſpyſe 
you that we may be the chyldzenof the fader in heuẽ 
Louethan thyn enempe ſoꝛ p moze medeyfß wylt ke 
pe ß fyfth poynt olthis fpꝛſt degree ot loue. ¶ Shoꝛt 
ly thus ben declared to thethe fyue popntes off fyꝛſt 
degree ot loue. Inthe kyꝛſte yr thou take good hede 
thou arte warned and counſcyled foz the loue of god / 
and as thou art bounde by all cryſten lawes to with 
ſtãdethe ſynne ot glotonye & all other fleſſhely luſtey 
In the ſeconde poynteto withſtande ß ſoule vyce of 


touetyſe pꝛyde x all other vanytees okthe woꝛlde. In 
thethꝛe laſt popntes to loue thy neyghbour thy fren 
dect allother men loꝛ theloueo — 2 
mede. Loue than god inthis fyꝛſt maner ok loue/and 
thou ſhalt thzugh his gretegraceyfthou wylt come 

| totheſecondedegreeofloue. /@ wa 
„ he ſeconde degreeof loueis called a clene loueyf 
thou wylte tome tothis ſeconde degre ofloue 5ᷣ mult 
i ' Kkepethzepoyntes. Thefyzſteis-that thou loue no 
byce with vertue. Theſccondeis that thou deſpyſe 
alleupllcuſtome. The thyzdeis-/thatthouſettenot 
nne whether it be lytell oꝛ grete. ji 


Jug H ¶ Che ſyꝛſte poynte is thou ſhalte loue no vyte w 
vbvertut. Ee REC p 69 


He fp2ſt poynte isꝰthou ſhalteloue no vprev 
CA, bertue. As thus what euer thou be in mines 
\yghtbewarethat thou be not vycydus Inwatde in 
thy ſoule vnder colour of vertucs whiche ỹ ſhewelt | 
opely.Dur ghooſtly enempe p fende hath many ſub⸗ 
tyltees to dyſcepuemankynde. But amonge allthis 
it is a grete dyſteyte / whanỹ he maketh a vyce ke 
to vertue ⁊ vertue lyketo vyce. This thou mapſt fee 
byenſample. Fo all be it that merty is à gret vertue 
; where ß it iskepte#inÞ woꝛſhyp e in ß name olgod 
1 pet it is vycyous where it is do in wozſhypof man # 
78 tot god. Alſo where Btue of ryght wyſnes is tour⸗ 
ned in to vptes / whan it is do fo2 p wozldely couetyle 
02 els foꝛ anger oꝛ inpacyente. The vyte alſd ot pꝛyde 
is hyd ſomtyme vnder mekenes. Is whan a man lo⸗ 
weth e metzeth hymtelle in ſpethe t in berynge to be 
ee 
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holdemekexlowely. Pacpente alfoſemeth tnmany 
aman whan there is none. is whana man woideta 
ke vengeaũce yl he myght loꝛ the wꝛonge that is do 
to hym/but ſoꝛ he may not oꝛ els he hath no tyme to 
wꝛeke hymon his enempe foꝛ ÿ cauſe he ſuffred not 
_ foztheloueofgodBy theſe enlamples many other 
thou mayſt wellknowethat vyces ſomtyme beiyke 
to vertues. To this accoꝛdeth ſapnt Jherome ſayth 
thus. A grete ⁊ an hyghe connynge it is to knowe vy 
tes vertues ſoꝛ all be it that vyces # vercues be tõ⸗ 
traryous-/yetthey beſo lyke that vnnethethe vertue 
may be knowe from thevyce / ne ÿ vyce fro the bertue 
Be warde therloꝛe loue ſo ſadiy vertues wout onp 
W fkapnyngethat 5ᷣ hate all maner byces and ſo p mayſt 
kepethe fyzſte poynteol this degree ol loue. 


I CThe ſetonde is p ſhalt hate all euyll cuſtomes. 


He ſecõde poynt is thou ſhalt deſpyſe allcuyll 
cuſtomes. A grete peryll it is to haue an euyll 
dede in cuſtome. Foz as I rede /ſynnes be they neuer 
ſo grete ne ſo hoꝛryble whan they be dꝛawe in to cuſto 
methey ſeme but lytell to them that vſe ſuche ſynne 
in cuſtome in ſo moche that it is to them a grete lykß 
ge to tell and ſhewe they wyckednes to all other mẽ 
wout ouy ſhame. Ok this x ſuche vlage ſpeketh ano⸗ 
ther holy clertze and ſayth. whan ſynne cometh ſo in 
ble that the herte hath a luſt x a lykynge ther in that 
ſynnelhallfull fayntly be withſtade.Foz whan a ſyn⸗ 
nets bꝛought in to cuſtome it byndeth ſoze the hert d 
maketh the ſoule bowe to hym that it may not ryſe a 
gapnec᷑ come in to the ryght wapeot clene lyle. Foz. 
BychardBol, C.i. 
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w whanhe is in wyllto ryſe/anonehe lledeth #falleth | 4 
àgapne.Foꝛ this ſaythyſameclerkeinanother pla; | te 
tt. Many there bep deſpꝛen to tome out ofſynne/but 6 
oz as moche as they ben cloled in the pꝛyſon ok eupl n 

_ cuſtomethey may not come out fromtheiz wyckedly } g 
: 

l 

1 

{ 

| 
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upuynge. Alſo to this purpoſe I rede that he vleth 
hym not to vertue in his ponge age he ſhal not conne 
witande vyces in his olde age. Thus > mayſt well le 

v ykthou be vled in ony ſynneit wyll be full harde to 
wſtande it. And but thou leue all maner ſynne to th 
power ÿ haſt none clene loueto thy god therfoꝛe with 


F: ſtande all maner ſynne#taenoneincuſtome tha 
hatte kepe p ſeconde poyntolthisdegreeofloue, 


W CThethydeigthou ſhalt not ſette lyght by ſpn 
: nie beit neuer ſo lytell. AW aw .J. 
¶ Inthe thyꝛde degree ot loue be kpue poyntes. 
ut ¶ Stedlaſt loue. TH 


He thyꝛde poynte is thou ſhalt not ſettelyght | 

Aby ſynne as thus. what euer ſynne it be lytell 
oz grete / dꝛede it ryght dyſcretly in thy cõſcyence and 
ſet not lytell there by. Fozas I rede what man that 
paſſed meſureintakpgeofhis lyuclodcas ofte moze | 
thanhymnedethy manolfendeth god / this ſemeth 

to many menfulllytell treſpas. But this holy man | 
ſapnt Juſtyn layth, It is no lytell ſyñe ſoꝛ as moche 
as we treſpas euery daye there in fozÞ moꝛe partve 
In as moche as we ſynne therin cuery daye we ſyfie | 
therin often / a by that we multeplye our ſpfics andÞ 
is full peryllous /therfoꝛe it is nedefull to dꝛede all fit 

che venpall ſynnes and lette not lytell by theym. Allo 


venvall ſynnes be they neuer ſo lyt ell they be moche 


neuer lo lytell pet they lle x do moche harme. Allo 
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= thou hate allother euell cuſtome. In ÿ thyꝛde poynt 
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to be dꝛadde. As Þ ſame d erke ſheweth by enſample 
ok lytell beſtes where they be many togyder be 155 


granes of ſande be full lytell-but yet where a ſhyp is 


otter charged with lande it muſt nedes ſynke oꝛ dꝛen⸗ 
che. Byght ſoit fareth be the ſynne be they neuer fo 


Iytell they be ful peryllous. Foz but yfami be rather 
ware e put theymawayetheyſhallmakehym fozto 
ſynnedeedly.Therfozeyfthou wylt haue a clene loue 
to god charge in thy coſcyence euery ſynne lytell and 
rete æ withſtand in the begynnynge ⁊ put it out as 
one as god wyll gyue to the grace with contrycyon 
conteſſyon + ſom almeſdedes. And than thou ſhalt ke 
pe thethyꝛde poynte of this degree of loue. Here is re 
herced the mater ol theſe poyntes. Thus ben decla⸗ 
red the thꝛe poyntes of the ſeconde degre of loue. In 
the fyzſtethou art counſeyled to loue all vertues and 
hate all vyces In the ſetonde poyntethat thou haue 
no ſynne in vlage but that thou voyde it ſoone that 


that thou art not tolyghtof cõſcyente / but that thou 
beware c dꝛede euery ſynne lytell c grete by counſeyll 
of thy cofeſſour. f thou kepe thus theſe poyntes fo 
the loue of godthan thou loueſt god in the ſeconde de⸗ 
_ of louethat is to ſayeinaclyneloue. Louethan 

addely in this degree by goddes gracethouſhalte 
the ſoner come to the thyꝛde degree ot loue. 


He thyꝛde degree ok loue is called a ſtedfaſt lo 
ue.Yfthou wylt come to this degree of loue 


| muſt hene eue poyntes, The ſꝛſt is thou ſhait ioue 


Bychard Bolle. C.ii. 
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god with all thy deſyze. The ſeconde is what euer; 
do thynke vpon the woꝛchyp d dꝛede ol god Thethyꝛ 
is thou ſhalt do no ſynne vpon truſt of other good 
8. The lourth is thou ſhalte rule the ſo dyſcretiꝰ 
that ÿᷣ fayle not foz no ferueut wyll. The fyfth is that 
thou fall not krom thy good lyuynge fo2 feynte herte | 


herde. Ofſuche holy deſp2e J rede allo the lenger ỹ 
loue lacketh whiche is ſo ſoꝛe deſyzedthe moꝛe feruẽt 
is his deſyꝛe whiche abydeth and that deſpꝛe begyn⸗ 
neth to bꝛenne thoꝛugh ſtrength ot ů deſyꝛynge loue 


D deſpꝛe is nouzyſſhed & encreaced. Tothis atoꝛdeth 
ſaynt Gregoꝛve c ſayth / holy deſpzes werent encrea 
ſen in tarpeuge c abydpge fo2 where deſyꝛes fayle in 
abpdyngethereis no ſad deſpꝛe. Thus thaloue god 
ſtedkaſtiy with all thy delpꝛe / x ſo thou ſhalt kepe the 


mio moche that though the body oꝛ the fleſſhe faye 


fyzſtepopnteofthis degreeof loue,*, au» 


O (Che ſeconde is thou ſhalte in ß begynnpngeof 
thy werkes thynke on p wozſhyp e dꝛede of good. 
TS ſeconde poynteis what euer thou do thyn 
kevponthe woꝛſhyp e dꝛede of god. Jf thou 
kepethis thou ſhalt — ſpkerly lyue to goddes 
pleaſure. Foʒ what dede thou arte in wyll to perfour 
me in woꝛſhyp of god thou mapſt be ſpker of grete 
mede. Alſo yt thou dꝛede god art aferde ſoꝛ to do ony 
thynge that ſhold be dyſpleaſynge to hym and foꝛ as 
moche as thou dꝛedeſt thou dooſt it not. Soo by that 
dꝛede thou leueſt that thỹge vndo whiche ſhold tour 
ne the in to grete peryll ofthy ſoule yk it had ben pers 
fourmed in dede. By this p maylt well knowethatit 
is full ſpedtull to thynke in the begynnyngeok all thy 
werkes vpon the woꝛſhyp c dꝛede ol god. To this ac⸗ 
co2deth the techynge ol ſaynt Poule where he ſayth 
thus. what euer ye do in woꝛde 02 in dede do it in the 
nameofour loꝛd Fheſu cryſt. Foz he that begynneth 
aͤll thynge in p nameok almyghty god he begynneth 
inthe woꝛſhyp or god. Loue thã ſo ſtedfaſtly almpgl 
ty god that what euer thou ſhalt do thynke fyꝛſt in 7 
woꝛſhyp c dꝛede of god e thus thou ſhalte kepethe ſe 
donde poynt ofthis degree ot loue. = 


Vc Che thyꝛde is thou ſhalt do no ſyñe vpon truſt 


of other good dedes, + 


He thyꝛde poynt is thou ſhalt do no ſynne vp 
on truſtofother good dedes. What man that 
Rychard Bol. C.iii. 
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agapne in to ſynne and in to euyll lyuynge. ¶ Andof 


was moche the moꝛe whan that he fell in to ſpnne. “. 


ſynneth wylfully he neyther loueth nedzedeth god. yt 


thou lynne vpon truſt ol ony goodnes wylfullp thou 


ſpnneſt ſo in that ÿ loueſt not ſtedfaſtly. To this pur; 


pole I rede allo that he is full vnkyndethatisfullof | k 


vertües at dꝛedeth not god. Allo a grete ſolpe ca gre⸗ 


te pꝛpde it is foz to ſynne vpon truſteof onp good de; 


des. Foꝛ be thou neuer ſo full ot vertues 02 goodnes/ 
vnkyndnes to thy god may deſtrope all tho vertues 


Mone vnkpndnes mayſt thou not ſhewe tha dyſplea 


ſe god wylfully / whiche is begynner and gyuer of all 
goodiies/bewaretherfoze ⁊ llee ſuche vnkyndnes /x 
do no ſynne vpon truſt ofother good dedes. Ok uche 
vnkyndneſſe / allo it is nedefull fo2 to beware /ſoz the 


moge acceptable thou art to god thoʒugh thy good ly 


uynge /p moꝛe culpable ſhalt thou be yfthat thou fal 


this thou halt enſãpleof Adam. Fozas moche as he 
was fulfylled fyꝛſt with goodnes therloze his treſpal 


¶ Alſo IJ rede 5ᷣ it is but a ſclyder hope where a man 


ſynneth vpon truſt fo2 to be ſaued / foz he that ſo doth 
he nepther loueth ne dꝛedeth god. And but yfthat we 
loue and dꝛede god to our connynge oꝛ knowynge we 


mape not be ſaued / therloze it is mozeſpedetull fo2 to 
dꝛede well than to truſt amys. Alſo it is moꝛe pꝛouſty 
table a man to holde hymlelfe lowex feble than to de 
ſpꝛe to be holden ſtronge / and fox feblencs to fall and 
beloſt. Take hede than what goodnes that god put- 
teth in the and thanke hym mekely ⁊ pꝛaye hym of 
contytuaunce / doo no ſynne vp truſt ot other good 
dedes. And thus thou ſhalt kepe the thyꝛde popntof 
this degree ofloue, ad ⏑ο Aw 


Q CThefourth is thou ſhalte rule þdyſcretly that 
thou faple not fox none ferucnt wyll. 


184 poynt is thou ſhalte ruletheſd dyl⸗ 
cretly that thou fayle not to feruent wyll. To 
kepethis it is nedefull to theto haue ÿᷣ vertue of dyſ⸗ 
crecyon as thus. yfthou take fo2Þ loueot god ſo mo⸗ 
che abſtynence wakyngeoꝛ other bodely penaunce p 
thou mayſt not fo2 feblenes continue to trauayle in 
ſeruyceofgod than is thy wyll to feruent. Foz be thy 
loue neuer ſo gret god is not pleaſed whan ÿ ruleſt 
in ſuche maner that thou mayſt not abyde in his ſer⸗ 
uyte thꝛugh thy myſrule. Therfoze beware xruleÞ 
vp reaſon/take no moꝛe vpon the than thou maſt be 
re beſy not the to folowe other ſtronge men oꝛ women 
_— — _ — —— 
ſtrength And gouernethylyuPge by 
— faylenotthzugh — biye 
Foz almyghty godofhis endeles mercy hatheoꝛdey⸗ 
ned henens blyſletotheſpnfullmenthzughdedes of 
charyte#ofmekenes where thy be done in meſureex 
with dyſcrecyon. The deupll is fo enupous to man⸗ 
kynde that ſomtyme he ſtyreth an vnparfyte man 02 
woman to faſt moze than he may begynne thßges of 
phygyhe parkectyons hauynge no rewarde to his feblc 
neſſean ſoo moche that whan his bodelp ſtrength be 


hßpneth to fayle epther he muſt cõtynue that hẽ hath 


begonneſo kolyliy foz ſhame ot men / oz ellys vtterly 
leue all fo2 febleneſſe. Ta this accozdeth Saynt Au⸗ 
ſtyn and ſapth. Dur wycked enempe the deupll hath 
not a moꝛe ſpede full engyn to dʒawe the loue ol god 
from mannes herte / than to take vs by his fals ſug⸗ 

 BychardBolle, C.iiii. 


— 
ape as Jſaydbefoze, To ſtyze vs foz to take faſtyn⸗ 


geſtyontoloue bnwylely e without reaſon that is to 


ges wakynges and other bodely penatices ouer our 


1nyght. Take therfoze to the dylcrecyon e rule theſo 


dyſcretly that thou fayle not foz to fcruent wyll / and 
than thou mayſt kepe the fourth poynt ofthis degre 


ok loue. 2 π ND AD ADHD 


thepz good lyuygeAuche men haue no ſtable ne ſted⸗ 


lutfre no heuynes ne dyſeale ne chaũge thy trauayle 
nethy herte kro thy leruyce and loue of god / but take 


B (Che fyfthe is / thou ſhalte not leue thy good lp⸗ 
uynge oz teynte ne loꝛ temptacyon. T 


fthe poynt is / thou ſhalte not fall fro thy 
good lyuynge foꝛ feynte herte ne ſoz tempta⸗ 
cyon. To kepe well this poynt it is nedelull to haue a 


perſcueraũt wyll c a ſtable hert apenſt all temptacys 


ons. Some menthere be whan onp heupneſſe bodly 
02 ghooſtly oꝛ whan that ony grutchyngeol p fleſſhe 
cometh tothem / anone they ben ſo heup and ſo full ol 
vnluſt that they leuetheyz ghooſtiy trauayle r fal fro 


kaſt herte. Thertoze y thou wplt loue god ſtedfaſtly 


hedeokthe woꝛdes ok almyghty god wherehe fayth. 
He is bleſſyd that is perleueraũt onto his lyues ende 
Here okthou haſt enſamples ot᷑ holy martyrs a cõfel⸗ 


_ fours whiche neuer wolde be departed fro the loue ok 


god foꝛ all the perſecucyon that myght be do to them 


Allo to ſuche men ok feble herte a vnluſt ſpeketh laßt 
Bernarde and lapth thus. whan thou art vnluſty oꝛ 


dyſeeſed with heupneſle / haue none vntruſt therkoꝛe 


ne leue not thy trauaple / but ſutkre mekely a aſue cõ⸗ 


- 
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-teof knowynke&foz vnſtablenes haue fall thozough 


trauavled with ony teptacyons that ſholde be lettyn 
ge / oz eis is dꝛedefull to the chaunge not cherſoʒe thy 
wyll / but ſtande ſtedfaſtly c ſhewe thy dyſeaſe to thy 
ghooſtly fader aſtzynge of hymto gyue the ſuche co 


— 
intheloueof god to thy lyues ende. Thus than take 
hedethat thou fall not from thy goodlyufge to2 feyn 


godwfulldelyze. In the ſeconde lo to do all thynge 


fozteof hym that is begynner c ender ol all goodnes 
And and be it that thou haue not ſuche deuocyonthã 
as in other tymes/thynke well how he that gale ÿ lu 
che deuocyõ hath withdꝛa wen it foz thy defautes as 
foʒ a tyme c happelp to the moʒe mede /therloze with 
ſtande all ſuche heuynes and ſtande ſtongely /ſuffre 


.lowely «4 take gladly the chaſtpſynge ot god /e euer⸗ 


moꝛe aſke helpe ⁊ grace. Ferthermozeſome fo2 defau 


trauayleof temptacpons/therloʒe whan thou art ſo 


leyll that may be moſt helpynge to thy ſoule.Yf thou 
do thus mekely w a full good wyll to pleaſe thy god g 
to withſtande the temptacyons of thyn enemye the 
graceof theholyghooſt wyli fullp fulfyll bothe hym 
and the hymfoztotcche the foxtolerne#takeofhym 


 (uchecounſeylithat ſhall be mooſt ſtrength c confoꝛ⸗ 


tetotht ⁊ contuſpon tothe deuyll. Ind ſo by the helpe 
of god thou ſhalte be confozted in ſuche maner that ỹ 
ſhalte not fall thoꝛough trauale oftemptacyons/but 
erthe moꝛe ſtable and the moze ſtronge 


te hertene by temptacyons and than thou mayſt ke⸗ 
pethe fylth poynte olthis degree of loue. ¶ Here is 
ſhoꝛtly declared the mater oftheſe ſyue poyntes. 


CTus be declared the ſyue poyntes or the thyꝛdede 


gree ofloue.. Jnthe fyꝛſte thou arte taught to loue 


1 —̃ — 


* in the worſhypof almyghty god / & euer fo2 to dꝛede 


god in the begynnynge st all thy werkes. Inß thy 
de fully to withſtande all maner ſynne and no lynne 
foz to do vpon truſt ofother good dedes. In ß fourth 
that thou fall not ſoꝛ defautcof dyſtreccpon. Inthe 
fyfth thou art taught e counſeylled foz to haue a ſta⸗ 
ble herte and foz to withſtande all temptacyons that 
thou fall not from thy good lyupnge. YfÞ kepe thus 
theſe fpue poyntes than thou haſt the thyꝛde degree 
of loue whiche is called a ſtedlaſt loue to god. Ind pf 
thou loue god ſtedfaſtiy thou mayſt loone come to per 
grace ot god thoꝛught encreace 


gree of loue. S. ο iam 


¶ Inthe ſourh degree of loue ben. viii.poyntes. 
[Par tyteloue. !  - ; --- 

S CHow by encreace ot vertues thou mayſte come 
to parfectyon. . Dee 


He fourth degree ol loue is called a parte lo 
Aue. And other loue there is all be it I make no 
mencpon but of loure / whiche is talled mooſt parfyt? 
loue.Ot᷑ that loue ſpeketh ſaßt Auſtyn e ſapth. Cha 
ryte is parłyte in ſome men ⁊ impartłyte in ſome men 
But p charyte that is mooſt parfyte may not be had 
here whyle we lpue in this worde. Of the lame moſt 
parſpte loue ſpeketh theſame tlerke thus. In the ful 
fyllynge okthe countreok charyte / that is to ſaye / in 


fulſvllynge of heuen wherethat all is:oue andcharp 


te. This commaundement of god ſhall be fulfyllcd 
where helapth /ÿ chalt loue thy loꝛde god with al thy 


tercpon and ſo by 
of vertues thou ſhaltelyghtly tome tothe fourth de⸗ 


# 


herte with all thy mynde and with all yy die. Foz 


whyleony fleſchely deſyꝛe is in man god may notbe 
loued with all the herte and full mynde. And by this 
thou mayſt knowe that there is a paſſynge loue whi 
che may not be fulfylled in this woꝛlde and that may 
well be called mooſt parfyte loue. But here perauen⸗ 


ture ſome man wyll aſke why it is commaundeth-/ 


but it myght be perloꝛmed in this wazide, To that 
the ſame clerke anſwereth and ſayth / that it is \kyl; 


full that ſuche a perfeccyon ſholde be commaunded/ 


this he ſheweth by enſample in this wyſe. Nyght 


às no man may renne euen and ſpkerly but he know 


whether he ſhall renne. Inthe ſame maner no man 
ſholde knowe his mooſt parfyteloue / but it hadde be 
ſhewed in the commaũdementes of god. Yf noo man 
hadde knowen it no man wolde haue laboured hym 
to come therto. ¶ Now ſythen it is ſo we knowe it 
well that it is moolt parſyteloue we mult nedelull lo 
ue it and ſette vs ina redy waye whple we be here 
that wyll bꝛynge vs euento that mooſt parfyte loue. 
Amoꝛe ſpker wayeis there none in this woꝛlde than 


thewayeofparfyte loue.wherſoꝛe Itounſeyll the to 


haue this fourh degree ofloue whicheis called a par 
fyte loue that we may come the moze ſykerly to par⸗ 
fyte loue. ¶ Ok parfyte loue ſpeketh Daynt Au⸗ 
ſtyn and ſayth. Hethat is redy to deye gladip ſoꝛ his 
bꝛoder in hym is parfyteloue. Co this acoꝛdeth the 
wozdes of cryſte where he ſayth. No man hathe mo⸗ 
recharyte in this woꝛlde thã he that putteth his ſou 


le foz his frendes that is to ſayethan he that gyueth 
gladly his lyfe ſoʒ the loue ot god to wynne his fren⸗ 


des ſoule This loue is the greteſt loue in this wozlde 
ee eee the gyfteofgod that 
hauethis parfte loue / but pk it thynke the hardeto 
tome to ſuche an hygheloue / be therkoꝛe not agaſt. 
Foz other parſyte loue there is wherin thou mayſt lo 
ue partytiy thy god as Ikynde be thetechyngeofan 
holyclertze where he coůleylleth in this wyle ¶ pelde 

we vs to god of whome we be made and ſulffre we not 
theym to haue the mayſtryeouer vs whiche ben not 
ok ſo grete value as we be / but rather haue we ß may 
ſtrye ouer t As thus lete reaſon haue the may 
ſtrpeouer vyceg /letethe body be ſubgectto the loule 
and letethe ſoule beſubgect to god / than is all Þ par; 
keccpon ot man kultylled. Thus we ſholde lyue by rea 
ſon as Þ ſame clerke ſheweth by enlample Foꝛ as we 
put lyuely thynges beloze them p bo not lyuelp. Alld 
as we put wyty thfges befoze them p haue no wyte 

ne treaſon. alſo ryght as we putteto that ben not de⸗ 
dely beloꝛe them that ben deedly ryght ſo yl we wyll 
l pue parketly we muſt putte pꝛouſytable thynges be 
toꝛe them that ben luſty and lykynge. Allo put them 
that ben honeſt befoze them that ben pzoufytabla.*. 
Alſo putte them that ben holy befozethem that ben 
honeſte. And put all thynges that benparfyte befoze 
them that ben holy. Take hedethã olthis foꝛ yr thou 
wylt lyue after this techyngethan mayſt lyue par⸗ 
fptely/yfthou ipue parfytely vᷣ ſhalt loue parfytely ly 
uethanthus æthou ſhalte come to parłyte loue. But 
toꝛ as moche as it is full harde to come ſo ſodaynly to 
luche a parfpte loue/therloꝛe take hedto thothꝛe de⸗ 


loue whiche ben reherced befoze Ebegynne 


<Q 
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ne at the loweſt degree yfthey wyll come to 3 
er 


to lyue ſadly in the kyꝛſte / xthan from þ fpꝛſte tlymbe 
vp to the ſeconde / fro the ſetonde to the thyꝛde / e pl 
thou be ſadly ſtabledvponthe thyꝛde thou ſhaltlygh 
tely come to ß fourth where is all perfeccyon/yf thou 
haue perfeccyon Þ ſhalte lyue pertytely.Begynthan 
at the fyꝛſte degree of loue / e ſo encreace in loue ⁊ ver⸗ 
tues yfthou wylt come to this degree ofparfyteloue 
¶ Itede that ſome men begpne to be vertuous / ſom 
encreace in vertues / and ſome be parkpte in vertues 
Bpght ſoit fareth by the loue of godas ſoone as thou 
art in wyll e begpneſt to loue god that loue is not pet 
parfyte but thou muſt ſtande faſt nouryſſhe pᷣ wyl 
x pfit be well nouryſſhed it wyll were ſtronge q pk it 
925 full ſtrength than it is parſyte. Tothis purpo- 
e Irede alſo that no mã may be ſodaynl in ſo hy 


a degre / but euery man that lpueth in good couerlas 


tyon / whiche may not be wout loue they muſt begun 


pfeccyon. (Thus tha good bꝛother oz ſylter whe 
thou be withſtãde all vyces and gadꝛe to thevertues 


loꝛ the loue ok god and encreate in them tyll they ben 


paͤrſytelp itabied in the. Ind amonge all vertues los 
kethat thou haue a feruent wyll to be beſyce deuout 
in pꝛapers ſtande ſtrongely ayentttemptacyons / be 
pacyent in trybulacyons t ſtable in perſeueraũt that 
thou lpue parfytely & ſo come to parfyte loue. Take 
none hede ofthem that ſetlytell by parfeccyon as ol 
them that ſayey they kepe not to be parfyte it ſuffys 
ſeth to them to be leſt in heuenoz come within the pa 
tesofheuen theſe be manp menes woꝛdes q they be 
peryllous wozdes, Foz I warne p fozfothe what mi 


bath not parfyteloue herehe ſhall be purged w p ay 
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nes of purgato2ye-02 elles with dedes of mercy per: 
foʒmed foz hym in this woꝛlde and ſo be made parfp; 
teo2 he come to heuen blyſſe fo2 thyder map no man 
come but he be pfyte, Sewaretherfozeof ſuche lyght 
<folp wondeg b trust moꝛe to thyn owne good dedeg 
whyle ÿ art inthis woꝛlde than tothy frendes whan 
thou art deed / thynke alſa this lyle is but ſhoztp pay 
neof purgatoꝛp paſſe all the paynes ol the wozld the 
aynes of hell is cuerlaſtynge/a the Joye c blyſſeof 
ayntes is euermoꝛt durynge. Thynke allo ryght as 


ſyted the that thou tan loue hß parkytely tha ſhall all 


thy wyll x all thy deſyze be foz to cometoÞloue whi⸗ 


che is mooſt parkyte that is to ſape cuermoꝛe to ſeal 


myghty godihis glozyous godhede euermoze with 
hym to dwell But foz as moche as we may not tome 


to ouʒ deſyꝛe / but we begynne ſomwhat to loue hym 


here inthis lyle. Therfoze almyghty god mercpkull 


thozugh the belechyngeok his bleliyd moder Marye 


graũte vs grace ſo to loue hym here / we may come 


to the Joytull c euerlaſtynge lyte where is moſt par 


ſyte loue c blyſſe wout ende. Amen. ¶ Here is reher⸗ 
ced ſhoꝛtly how by enercace of vertues thou mayſt co 


me to parfeccyon# what vertues thou ſhalt loue. 


n 


Jacke fourth degree ofloue whiche is called a 


parłyte loue thou art taught ⁊ counſeylled to 


begyne at a lowe degree pk y delpꝛe to haue an hogh 


god is full ot mercy i pyte ryght ſo he is ryghtfullin 
18 ary — thynke on theſe woꝛdes olte 

Itruſt to p mercyof god thou ſhalte ware ſtronge in 
vertues + withſtande ſo vyces v within a ſhozt tyme 
thou ſhalt come to a parłyte lout whã god hath ſo vs 
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degree as thus. ylthou wylt hauethis fourthdegree 
ofloue thou mult begynne at the fyꝛſt a ſo encreale in 
vertues tyll thou comic to parteccyon. But amonge 
all vᷣtues c all other poyntes whiche benreherced be 
foze ſpue poyntes there bt as me thynketh ſpedefull 
#nedefull euery man to haue e kepe 2ᷣ ony good dede 
ſhall begynne e bꝛynge to good ende. The lyꝛſte is 
thou hauca keruent wyll. The ſecõde is that thou be 
+ bely in deuoute pꝛapers. Thethyꝛdeis 5ᷣ thou ſyght 
ſtrongely ayenſt au temptacyõs. The fourthis that 
thou be pacyẽt in trybulacyons. The ſylthe is that p 
be perſeueraunt in good dedes. Oftheſe poyntes Þ 
ſpake beloꝛe in 5 fourth degree ofloue / but foz as mos 
chethey be not there fully declared my wyll is by the 
helpe ot god to wzyte moze openly of echeofthem one 
after another / and fyzſte to wayte ol good wyll foꝛ ỹ 
mult be begynnynge d endynge of all good dedes. 


V (how good wyllis and may be in dyuerſe ma⸗ 
ners. Dee 


oll map be in dyuerſe maners x is good and 

euyll / bely & feruent / grete ſtronge / but foꝛ 
as moche as reaſon whiche god hathe gyue 

onely to mãkpde techeth e ſheweth i euery mãnes cõ⸗ 
ſcpence full knowſgeofeupll wyll / e by cauſe 5 good 
wyll may be indeucrſekfdes-therfozeFleueatthis 
tymeto ſpeke of euyll wyll e purpole me fullythꝛugh 
pᷣtechỹge ol almyghty godto declare ſomwhat opẽly 
the vᷣtue ok good wyl. Itrow wel ÿ cuery ma wold be 


good 02 wolde do ſome good dede be he neuer ſo y full 
c paucture not chargeth gretly to be good ne beſyeth 
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hym to do good dede. But foz as moche as he wolde 

good Imap not faxe but he hath a good wyl.Doeue 
tp man that wyll well be it ſtrongly oz feyntip lytell 
02 grete and in as moche as he wolde good he hatha 

good wyll. Neuertheles though this bea good wyll 
tis worthy lytell oꝛ no mede fo2 it is no feruent nebe; 
ſp wyll / loz he delpꝛeth to be good Wout ony trauaple 
and ſo heſuffreth that good wyll paſle # charged not 
beben e good ne to do good dede. But what tyme 
ze beſyeth hym to perfozme that good wyll in dede / 
in that he delpꝛeth to be good Ebelyeth hỹ to do good 
though he haue not fully his purpole ne map not per 


 fozmehis wyll in dede / yet there is a feruent wyll ca 
bely wyll e J hope a medetull wyll. So p what man 
delpꝛeth to be good eto do good dede x therto belyeth 
hym to perfozme that wyll in dede ol hym it may wel 


be lapdthat he hath aferuent wyll / yet is p wyllbut | 


lytell acounted ⁊ feble hauynge rewarde toa greter 
ſtronge wyll But what tyme thou haſt perfozmedin. 
dede that thou haſt ſo ſeruẽtly pe thã thou haſt 
a grete c a ſtronge wyll / ſo that ol euery man that is 
in wyll to be good oꝛ to do good dedes whan he perko} | 
meth that wyll in dede it may be layd ſothly of hym 
pisamanofagretexa ſtronge wyll. To this accoz⸗ 
deth ſapnt Auſtyn daft thus. He that wyll do p c0/ 
maũdemetes of god e layth he map not but he hath 
a good wyll / but that wyll is but letell feble / foꝛ he 
map do #kepethecomaundemetes whan he hath a 
grete c a ſtronge wyll. As who layth what ma hath 
u grete c a ſtronge wyll may keke thecomaundemen 
tes ol god / and but he kepe them he hath no gretencs 
ſtronge wyll. xtthou wylt thou mapſt kepe the com⸗ 
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maundementes ofgod-pfthoukepethemthouſhalt 
be good e do good loyk thou wylte ỹ mayſt do good c 
be good. But pet ſomtyme r olte it falleth that by the 
aceof 5 holy ghooſt we wyll do ſomwhat w all our 
erte to the woꝛſhyp ot god that is not in our myght 
ne power to perloʒme in dede / whan our wyll is ſette 
inthis maner the goodnes ol god is ſo mochethat he 
receyueth that wyll as foz dede Ofthis ſaynt Auſtin 


bereth wytnes #fayth. What thou wylt c mayſt not 


do god acotiteth foz dede. Thus maſt thou knowew - 
in thy ſelfe whã thou haſta lytell oz a feble wyll a gre⸗ 
teoꝛ a ſtronge wyll / c how acceptable a good wyll is 
to almyghty god / where thou doſt thy belynes to per 


foꝛzme it in dede. But ſe now moze openly e in ſpecpall 


poyntes how ÿ ſhalte knowe whan thou haſt a good 


wyll. Saßt Grego. ſayth. we haue a good wyll wha 


we dꝛede the harmeofour neyghbourc as our owne 


| oyſcaſe/4 whan we be Joyfullof p pꝛoſperyte ot our 


neyghboure as otour owne pꝛoufpte. Alſo whan we 
troweother mennes harmes as by wayeof cõpaſſy⸗ 
on / whan we acounten other mennes wpnnynges 


our wynnynges as by waye ofcharyte. Allo whã we 


loue our frende not fo2 the woꝛlde but foz god / c wha 
we loue c ſuffre our enempe foꝛ the loueot god. Allo 
whan we do to no man that we wolde that no man de 
de to vs. Alſo whan we helpe our neygboure to our 
po wer and in wyll ſom what ouer our power. Theſe 
poyntes ſtande moche bythe wyll without dede / but 
who ſo wylleth thele fully in his herte to be do hath a 
good wyll. Ind as Jſayd befozehis good wyll ſhall 


be acounted befoze god as fo2 dede. Thus than haue 


ſhewed whiche is good xferuent wyll though it be 
Bychard Bol. D. i. 


ſo that the wyller do his belynes to his power. Take 


map eee ryghtfull ſe how. Be 


ne to thy wyll whche boweth and is full crocked and 
wyll. But what tyme thou dꝛeſſeſt thy wyllthat is ſo 


not perfozmedindede whiche is a grete and ſtronge 
wyll and how good wyll in ſome poyntes is accofited 
foz dede befoze god all be it that it be not perfozmed/ 


hede now ferthermoze and beware fo2 thought thou 
heue all thele maners of good wyll to thy felynge / it 


thou neuer ſo full ot vertues but thon confozme thy 
wyll to goddes wyll in all maner thynges bodeily and 
ghooſtly thy wyll is not ryghtfull. To this purpoſe 
ſaynt Juſtpn ſayth thus. The ryght wyſnes ol god 
is 5 thou be ſomtyme hole ol body and ſomtyme ſpze 
and peraueture whan thou art hole and in pꝛoſperp⸗ 
tethanthe wyll ok god pleaſcth the moch? and thou 


lapſt that he is a good god and a curteys yk thou ſay 
ſo 02 thynke ſo onely fo2 thou haſte helth oz welth of 
body thou haſt notryghtfull wyll foꝛ as moche as p 


confoʒmeſt not thy wyll to goddes wyll / but onelp in 
helth and wyeth. Foz yk he lente the ſykenes oz other 


dyſleaſe perauenture thou woldeſt be ſozy and grutch 


ayenſt the wyll and the ſendyngeor god / c ſoo in thy 
wyll thou woldeſt make the wyll of god / the whiche 
may not be but euermoze ryght and euen bowe dow⸗ 


in this thou haſt neuer ryghtfull herte ne ryghfull | 


trocked and makeſt it ſtande ryght with p wylofgod 


whiche map not be crocked / but euer ſtandeth euen / 


that is to ſaye noo thynge wylleth helth ne ſykeneſſe 


weith ne wo but euer holdeſt p pleaſed with the wyll 


of god than thou haſt a ryghtlull wyll. Allo it is ne⸗ 
detull to a good wyll that it encreate in vertues and 
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tometo the loue ot god that it be ſtable and reſonable 

What tyme thou arte trauayled ſozew temptacpõs 
and grutch eit not ayenſt goddes wyl but with a glad 
herte thou thanzkeſt god e ſuſtreſt hym lowely d thyn 


keſt well it is chaſtylynge to the loꝛ thy ſynnes tha is 
thy wyll ſtable. And whan thou deſyꝛeſt not hygh re⸗ 


warde in blyſſe foz thy good lyuynge oꝛ ghooſtiy tra⸗ 
uayle whiche thou haſt here in erthe but onely at god 
des wyll what he wyll dyſpoſe foz the e no thynge at 
thy wyll than thou haſt a reſonable wyl. Thus Jha 
ue ſhewed the dyuerſe kyndes ol good wyl whiche be 
full ſpedetull e nedefull the foꝛ to knoweyfthou be in 
d wyll to loue god / æyf thou haue a ſtable ca re⸗ 
onable wyll ÿ ſhalt ſoone come to parfyteloue..Now 
pauenture thou ð trauapleſt in ghoſtly werkes wylt 


thßgeoꝛ ſave thus ſomtyme it happed that thou wol 


deſt do ſome ghooſtiy trauayle ⁊ thou may not parts 
me it in dede a all be it lo thou do it in dede it is fulloft 

with ſo grete heuyneſſe p thou grutche ſomwhat toz 
defauteofghooltly comfozt. Tothis Imap anlwee 
as Jſaydbefoze-yf Þ grutche ÿ haſt no ſtable wyll 


pl thy wpll be ſtable p chalt not 1 caſe c le 


why. Thou ſhalt vnderſtande p thelleſſhe is euer cõ 
traryous to 5ᷣ ſpyꝛyte x9 ſpyꝛyte ⁊tratye to ÿᷣ flleſſhje 
herot y haſt enſample where ſaft poule ſayd ol hflef 


inthis wyſe p goodnes whiche J wolde do J do not 


as yr he had layd thus ſome good dedes Jwyll e de⸗ 
ſyꝛe in my ſoule-but J may not fulſyll them foz feble⸗ 


nes ok my fleſſhexall be it ſomtyme Fpfozme them 


in dede it is Wout ony gladnes but what fo2 this tro⸗ 

welt » thapoſtle ſholde therfoze lele his mede foz the 

myght not oꝛ els he dyde good ſõtyme Woutgladnes 
BychardBol, D.il» 
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Nay but moche ß moꝛe his mede wagencreaced in 
two cauſes. Fyꝛſte foz y trauaylous werkynge okhis 


is ſoꝛ d heupnes c trauap le whiche p ſpyꝛpte lulkred 


thynketh is nedeful e therloꝛe ſomwat J wyll wzyte 
ok pꝛaper as god wyl gyue me grace. 


body that he ſuffeed whan the fleſſheſtryued ſooſoze 
ayenſt the goodnes of the ſpyꝛyte. The ſeconde caule 


whan he had no ghooſtly 2fozte. Inthe ſamemancr 
what euer grutchynge thou haſtofthy fleſſhe apenſt 
good dedes 02 what heuyneſſe thou ſuſtreſt fo2 delau 


te okghooſtly confozte be not therkoze abaſſhed ſo thy 


wyll ve ſtable / but luſfre c abpde lowelpthe graceof 
god foz thy moꝛe mede. Be tha ſtable in wyll e thede 
uyll ne thy fleſſhe ſhall neuer haue mapſtrye of Þ 
all the deuyis in hell map not make ỹ to ſynne but 
put therto thy wyll. Me all the aũgels ol heuen may 
not makethe to do good dedes but p put to thy wyll. 
¶ Take hedethan that thy wyll be well dyſpoſed to 
god a that it be ſet ſtablyꝭ reſonably than thou haſt 
ũ ſpedefull begpnynge to come to theloueok god/but 
fo2 as moche as manes wyll is oꝛdeyned fyꝛſt c dyſpo 
ſed with the grace ol god that he (hall wyll good to 
haue ß grace in wyll e in all other dede. Pꝛaper me 


U what partyte is in pꝛaper and in what maner 
thou ſhalt pꝛaye. wa on Ding 


3 Baycrigenſampleofgood lyuynge c is molt 


ſpedetull to gete grate c to dzawemen to loue 
god. A deuote pꝛaper #often vſed purchaſeth grace 


oklalmpghte god eputteth awapethe fals ſuggeſtys, 


ons of the kende g ſtablyſſhed a man in all goodnelſe. 
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Cherſoꝛe god layth to his dyſtyples thus. waketh e 


pꝛapeth that pe fall not in temptacyons.yght as it 


is nedefull foza nyght that ſhall go in to batayll ha⸗ 
ue with hym armoure ⁊ wepen ryght ſo it is nedeful 
tt ſpcdeful to euery cryſten man to haue with hym cõ 
tynuell pzayer foz what ofour owne freelte what by 
malyce enupe that the fende hath to vs we be euer 
in this woꝛzlde in ghoyſtly batayll moze oꝛ leſſe by the 
ſulfraunce otour loꝛde god. Therfoze ſapth ſaynt Gre 
goꝛy Þ moe we be trauapled w thoughtes oz fleſſhe⸗ 
ly deſyres the moꝛe nede we haue to ſtande beſyly in 
pꝛapers. So thus Þ mapſt ſe that pꝛaper is ſpedetull 
Enedefull, Alſo pꝛaper as I rede is a ſoueraynehel- 
peto tho ſoule conkoꝛte and ſolace to thy good aungell 
tozment payne to pᷣ deuyll acceptable ſeruyce to god 
parfyte Jope/ſad hope / ghooſtly helth without coz 
rupcyon. ¶ Pꝛaper is aui a nedetull meſſager from 
euerp mannes ſoule to almyghty god in heuen c na⸗ 


melp from that mannes ſoule whiche is moche trou⸗ 


bled e hath no reſte. Dome aſcyẽtes there be whiche 
be good that is to ſape be well ruled a be in reſte to lu⸗ 
che pꝛaper is alſo a nedetull meſſager to holde v ſoule 
in ghooſtly conkozt + to encreate it c ſtable it in good. 
nes. But there be many other men c womẽ ot dyuer 


ſe conſcyence. Some there bethat hauea bad conſcp⸗ 


ence whiche be in reſt e not troubled & that ben they 
that ben ſette fully to euyll ⁊ not to good Some haue 


da bad conſcyence # ſomwhat be troubled in they? cõ⸗ 


ſcyente c tho beſuchey be ſomwhat cuplloz begynne 
to be euyll Some haue good conſcyẽte allo ben gre⸗ 
ued in theyꝛ conſcyence ct be ſuche as lyue euyll c be⸗ 


gynne to be good. whyle the conſcpence is thus trou 


D. ii. 


Bychard Bolle. 


_ TT 
— 2 


bledthe ſoule hath no reſte / therfoze to purſpedde fo 


helpe c grate pꝛayer that nedefullmeſlager muſt do 
well his offyce that is to ſaye belely without ony tary 
enge ſtrongely without ony feynynge c rather co; 


meto the pꝛelence ot alinyghty god hỹ nedeth toha; | 


ue two ſpecyall frendes 5 is to ſayeſtedfaſt fayth and 
truſty hope with theſe two krendes pꝛaper tabeth his 
wayetrenneth faſt to p pates ołheuen c entred with 


out onp lettynge fozhe goth tothe p2eſenceof y good 
loꝛde truly to do his meſſage with full kayth ac lad ho⸗ 
pe full pyteouſly he ſheweth his nedes #the perylles 
ol his ſoule. Than anone the goob loꝛzde ſo full ofpyte 


E mercy ſendeth his bleſſyd loue in top ſoulethozugh 
the purſute ofthat good pꝛaper. Whan this loue en⸗ 
trtth in to that ſoule anone he maketh all glad p was 
full elenge ⁊ ſoꝛy he maketh in peas c reſte that was 
ſoze tzoubled. Hope cometh agapn that was out and 


10 [7 ghooſtly ſtrength þ was awaye is fuly reſtoꝛ .d whã 
the enempes of the ſoule that is to ſaye the fendes ſe 


this helpe c conloꝛt to the ſoule with ſozowfull chere 


they toꝛne awaye ⁊thus thep begynne to crpe. Alas 


alas ſozowe # wo is come to vs/fle we faſt a wape fo 
god fyghteth fo2 this ſoule. Thus mafies ſoule is de 
lyuered fro the fende by pꝛayer / & ſo it may ſothly be 


lapd that pꝛaper is a ſpedetull ꝭ a nedefull meſlager 


fro mãnes ſoule to almyghty god in heuen. Thus Þ 
haſt herde what is pꝛaver ſe now ferthermoꝛe how? 


ſhalt pꝛaye.¶ As often as thou pꝛayeſt oz what euer 
thou pꝛayeſt put all thy wyll in goddes wyll in theen 
 deof thy pzayer deſyꝛynge euermoꝛe in euery aſkyn⸗ 
gꝗe his wyll to be fulfyled and no thynge thy wyll. Foꝛ 
thou mapſt pꝛaye xalkefome thynge p thy wyl not 
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here ne graunte as yt þ pꝛape foʒ ſoulegs v be damp⸗ 


ned thy pꝛayers is not accepted Alſo it may ſo bethat 
thou deſyreſt not that is mooſt helpynge to thy ſoule 
ne to other perauenture toz whom pꝛaàyeſt.Alſo ma 


ny men pꝛaped ſomtyme ſoz no good entent / and fo 
thatthep be not herte. Therfozeto be alwape ſpker 
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wha euer thou p2ayeſt put thy deſyre and thy entent 


in aſbÿ ge in hoddes wyl fozhe knoweth all thynges 


and what euer thou pꝛayeſt he wyll not graũte it the 
but that is mooſt pꝛoufytable fo2 the. To this accoz⸗ 
deth an holy clerke and ſayth, Oſtentyme god graũuj⸗ 
teth not many men at theyꝛ wyll foꝛ he wyll graunte 
then other grace thů they alte to moꝛe helth of they 
ſoules. Soÿ it is nedełull that we put allouraſkyn- 
ge in to his oꝛdynaũte. To this acco2deth ſaynt Ber⸗ 
narde c ſapth. No man ſholde ſet lyght by his pꝛay⸗ 
er foz he to whom we pꝛaye alter tyme the pꝛayer is 
paſſed from our month oꝛ from our herte he wꝛyteth 
it in his booke and truſtyngly we may hope that he 
wyll graunte that we alke oz ellyst hat is moze pꝛou⸗ 
fytable to vs. Thus thi what euer thou pꝛapeſt put 
all thy wyll into goddes wyll. Allo whan that thou 
p2ayelt thou ſhalte pꝛaye generaly that is to ſaye as 
thou pꝛayeſt foz thy ſelfe ſo thou ſhalt pzayefo2 other 
¶ Thus thou muſt do foz thꝛecauſes. Fyzſtefoz loue 
and charyte wyll that thou do ſo. And therfozeſayth 
the apoſtle. Pꝛayed eche ofyou fo other that ye may 
be ſaued. The ſecoude cauſeis / foʒ thelawe ot god 
wyll that euery man helpe other in nede. This thou 
halt by the techfgeof ſapnt poule where as he ſayth 
thus. Eche ok you bere others burthen that is ſoz to 


lap/that eche of you pzayetoz other oꝛ helpe other in 


nede g ſo pe ſhall fulfyll thelawe of trpſte. Thethyy 
decauſes is/foz who ſo pꝛayeth foz all other as uh 
ſelfe/p goodnes ofgod wylithatheſhall be partyner 
of allother mennes pꝛapers. To this aco2deth ſaynt 
Ambzolexſapth thus.yf thoupzayonely koꝛ thyſelſe | 
and foz none other than ſhallnoneother pꝛaye foz the 
but thy ſelfe-x yfthou pꝛaye foz all other thaallother 
ſhall pꝛape ſoʒ the. Thus than whan ÿ pzayelt pꝛaye 
foʒ all other. Alſo whan thou ſhalte pꝛaye thou muſt 
pꝛaye with full herte a put awaye fro ÿᷣ all vanyteeg 
ofthe woꝛlde all vmagynatyõs & all ydelthoughtes 
¶ To this acoꝛdeth an holy clerke ⁊ ſayth. han we 
ſtande to pꝛayt we muſt with all our hertegpue out 
enteut to that we pꝛayethat is to ſay we mull voyde 
all fleſſhely c all wozldely thoughtes & ſuffre not our 
herteother wyle to be octuped than about our pzays 
er But to this perauenture thou ſayſt that though? 
be neuer in ſo good wyll to pꝛaye thyn hert is awaye 
from thy pꝛaper ⁊ entombꝛed with dyuerthoughtes 
that thou mayſt haue no whyle thyn hert ſadly vp0 
thy pꝛayer. To this I gratite what p fende whiche 
euer is bely to lette all goodnes ⁊ what thꝛught p V1 
ſtablenes ol man thyn herte ſhalt not be ſtable vpon 
thy pꝛayer Itrowe ſcarſely the tymeof a Pat noſtet 
But wha thou go to thy pꝛayer take good hede what 
nede thou haſt to pꝛaye what thou wylt pzaye hob 
grete how myghty c howryghtkull e mercyfull heis 
to whom þ wylt pꝛaye. thou ſet thyn herte thus in 
the begynnyngeofthp pꝛayer / thou ſhalt not J tro 
gretly be letted ⁊ though it beſothat ſomtyme thou 
beletted with other thoughtes / yght ayenſt them 
all thy beſynes / anone tourneto thy pꝛaper. ylthou 
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wylt kyght wylkullyin this maner godof his grete 
grace# endeles pyte wyllalowe thy good wyll mo⸗ 
che ÿ rather fo2 thy trauayle graunte that p aſtkeſt. 

Thus than whan p wylt pꝛaye p muſt pꝛaye w full 
herte. Alſo an other maner p2ayer there is v who ſoo 


herde yk he pꝛape reſonably. This maner of pꝛaper 
is whan thou art vyſited be the grate ok god w grete 
tonpunccyon ot herte and lwetnes ot deuocyon. Con⸗ 


ol thy hert with teeres ol thyn eyen. whan ÿ bethyn 
keſt the vbpon thy ſynnes a vpon the dꝛedekull dome 
ok god. Whan ÿ haſt this conpuncyon tthele teeres 
than ỹ haſte full deuocyon with ſuche deuocyon beſe⸗ 


pꝛapeſt in vᷣ tyme ſo it be woꝛſhyp to god ÿ art anone 


ſed almyghty god e maneth hym toznetomercy but 
whan deuoute teeres come w pꝛayer than okhis gre⸗ 
te pyte he map no lenger ſuffre but anone as he were 
coſtrayned he graũteth what we aſke. Ferthermoze 
pk be vled to ſuche deuocõn þ ſhalte feruently delp2e 
to tonne loue god & ſo by goddes grace ÿ ſhalt ſoone co 
| me to loue thus tha loue pzayer yfthou wylt come to 
due ot god. And foz as moche as many men + wo- 

men be moche trauapled by dyuerle temptacyons 02 
they come to loue/therfoꝛe beware oftheym x ſooner 
to wſtande them ſomwhat J wyll ſhewe of tempta⸗ 
tyons as me thynketh is nedekull.. 


X CHow þ mapſt beware#knoweoftemptacyons 


wakyngeoz ſlepynge/X howP halt wave them. 


Bychard Rolle. 


| hath grace to come therto his pꝛaper ſhall ſoone be 


puncyon is a greteloue of thy ſoule ſpꝛyngynge out 


ly pꝛaye fo2 all tho that haue nede / ſoꝛ whatthyngey 
herde without ony taryẽge Foz as Jredepzayerpea 
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Y theozdynaunceof almyghty god there beo; 
deyned good aungels to delende vs fro euyllg | | 
to ſtyꝛe vs to vertues and to kepe Vs in goodnes,*, | 
Allo other badde aungels xeuyll ſppꝛytes there be 

whiche trouble mankynde w dpuerſe temptacons to 
pꝛeue mannes ſtablenes that to grete mede to man 
nes ſoule. The power of this wycked ſpyꝛyte that is 
to ſaye the kende is ſo grete ỹ the moꝛe a man belpeth 
hym to pleaſe god rather he is about to greue hym 
Foz as I rede oſtymes it happeth p many men wha 
thy gyuethem hole tocontemplacyonoz to other de⸗ 
uocpons than they be trauayled with ſtrõöge tempta 
cyonsby ſuffraiiceofgod that they may knowetheyꝛ 
dune feblenes c to kepe theym mee c lowe foz they 

ſholde not leſe p grete mede ol god fozony manerſp 

| ceofp2yde whiche mede is oꝛdeyned oz theyz ghooſt⸗ 

lp trauayle. Allo in what euer maner of iower degree 

man 02 womau be that wyll withſtanoe ſynne to his 
vo wer q lyue after the techynge ol goddes lawe to all 
ſuchethe wycked ſppꝛyte hath enuye#euermozegy; | 
ueth theym ſome maner ol batayll grete oꝛ lytell fle: | 
pynge oꝛ wakynge. Other men e women there be 
that he ſuffreth to be in reſte q pcas / ⁊tho ben ſuche 
as dꝛede not god / but nyght #daye gpue them to all 
maner luſtynges c lykynges ofthey? fleſſhe foz they 
ben ſo redy to lynne e to do his wyll that hym nedeth 
nooto ſtyꝛe them to euyl-xtherkozeheſuffreth them 
in peas ⁊ without ony trauapleof temptacyons. Of 
uche men ſpcketh ſaint Auſtyn t ſayth thus Some 
men c women pꝛoker theymſelfe to ſynne wylifully x 
abyde not the temptatpons ofthe fende / but they go 
befozethe temptacpons ⁊ be redyer to ſynne than the 
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fende is to tempte them. And lythen it is ſo that eue⸗ 
ty man whiche is beſp to pleaſe god ſhalbe trauayled 
and pꝛyued with dyuerſe temptacyons Jwylſhewe 
the to my felynge andas Jredeof other auctours 5 
maner ofbegynnfgeofeuery temptacyon that thou 
maſt beware okthem crather withſtande the begyn 
nynge c ſo ouertome the hole temptacyon. ¶ Jrede 
that our tnempe the kende whan he wyll make vs to 
kolowe his wylloz ellys fo enupe wyll trauaple and 
greue vs he begynneth with fals ſuggeſtyõs that is 
do ſape he putteth in our myndes dyuerſe ymagyna⸗ 
tpons as woꝛldely ⁊᷑ fleſſhely thoughtes d ſomtyme 
other thoughtes whiche be full greuous peryllous 
eyther to make vs haue a grete luſt ⁊ lykynge in the 
that be wozldelp oz fleſſhely / oz ellys to bꝛynge vs in 
grete heuynes 02 dꝛede thꝛugh tho thoughtes whis 
che be greuous ⁊ peryllous. As top woꝛldely dʒ fleſ⸗ 
ſhely thoughtes yl we ſu fre theym to abyde in oure 
| — — tyll we haue lybynge in them 

than hath the deuyll wonne a grete ſtronge warde or 
vs c purſpeweth ferthermoze with all his belynes to 
make vs aſſent to hym as in wyll to perfoʒme it in de 
de. Bp that dede thou mayſt vnderſtande eucry dede 
Ip ſynne alter the ſuggeſtyon is in ỹ begynnynge Co 
ſome he begynneth with a fals ſuggeſtyon ot pꝛyde / 
dn ellys oktouetyſe /to ſome with a ſuggeſtyon of glo⸗ 
tonye oʒ lecherye and ſo ok all other ſyunes wherin he 
ſuppoleth ſooneſt to haue mayſtrye ouer man fo2 eue 
ry man isenclynedmozetoone maner ſynne than to 
another. And where he hath mayſtrye that is to ſay 
where that ſynne is perfoꝛmed in dede he beſpeth hy 
ſoꝛe to bꝛyngeit in to cuſtome eſo thozugh the cuſto⸗ 
Bychard Bolle. E.ii. 


mennes wytte. As vpon p fayth of holy chyꝛche 02 
- . lucheotherthatnedennotto be ſpecifed at this tyme 
fozp man hath greuous thoughtes e peryllous. vf 


me to haue vs hole vnder his power. Go fle x withſta 


de all theſe perylles the pꝛophete Dauid ſayth inthe 


later. Go wayewardeoz bowe awaye from euylla 


do good / that is to ſaye after the expoſycyonofp do⸗ 
ctours.Go from the cuyll ot ſuggeſtyon fromthe ſug 


geſtyon ok entyſynge from p euyllof delytynge from 
theeuyllof aſſentynge from the euyllofdedex+frome | 
theeuyllofcaſtome. withſtande than all ſuche woꝛlss 


dely oz fleſſhely thoughtes as moche as god wyll gy⸗ 


ueß graceßᷣ thou fallin none ok thele euylles whiche 


as Zyaue ſayd be full perpllous. Ferthermoꝛe as to 
p greuous thoughtes p perpllous ꝑauenture Þ wylt 


dalze whiche be tho thoughtes v belogreuous x pes 
ryllous All tho thoughtes that p haſt ayenſt thy wyl 


whiche make the heuy oz ſozy be greuous. Ind ſoʒ to 
ſh2wethemoze openly what man p ymagyeth vpon 
hyghe materg v be ghooſtly whiche paſſe all erthely 


we luffre luche ymaginatyons abyde e take none he 
de in the begynnynge to the fals ſuggeſtyon ok fende 
win ſhoꝛt tyme oz euer we be ware eyther he wyll ma 
ke vs leſe our kyndely wytte c reaſon oz ellys he wyll 
bꝛynge vs to vnreaſonabled2ede. Of ſuche tempta⸗ 


cpons it is nedefull to be ware e put them awayeyf 
thou may w deuoute pꝛayers & other occupacyong + 
pykthou map not vopde them llilkrethem than elely. 

Foz 5ᷣ ſhalt vnderſtaͤde p they beryghtnevefulleme- 


defull foꝛ thy ſoule / foꝛ but it were ſo ỹ ſuche though⸗ 
tts come ſomtyme into thy mynde 5 ſholdeſt ſeme in 


_ thyſelfethatÞ were an aũgell e no man therkozeitis 
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nedefull that thou be tempted otherwyle with euyll 
thoughtes that thou mapſt ſe c knowethyn owne fe 
blenes x vnſtablenes whiche cometh of thy ſelfe and 
that ÿ mayſt felethe ſtrength whiche ÿ haſt onely ol 
god. alſo thou {halt ſuffreſuche thoughtes elely but 
1 thoumaplt vopdethem / loz all ſuche thoughtes ſoỹ 
thou deipte the not in them they ben a grete purgyn 
ge ſoꝛ thy ſdule ᷑ a grete ſtrength to kepe within the 
bertucs xall be it they be ſharpe ⁊ bytter fo2 thetp⸗ 
me thynke well ÿ they ſhal make thy ſoule clenethat 
was ryght ſoule ⁊ make it hole that was ryght ſyke 
tt bꝛynge it in to euerlaſtynge lyfe e helthe wout ende 
to the whiche lyle ⁊ helth may no man come without 
grete ſharpenes ⁊ bytternes. Alſo whanÿ arte tra⸗ 
uavled w thoughtes whiche ỹ mayſt not put awape 
thynke well that it is a grete ryght wylnes ol god p 
thou haue ſuche thoughtes Foz tyght as 5 halt had 
full often thy wyl lykynge in wozldelp and fleſſhelp 
thoughtes ayenſt the wyll of god ryght ſo it is p wyl 
ol god ỹ thou haue other thoughtes ayenſt thy wyll 
But yet it is good that thou beware of them that ỹ 
dzede them dpſcretly and truſte ſtedfaſtly in god. Foz 
whan þ ſoule hath no delpte in ſuche thoughtes but 
hateth #lotheth them / than they bea clenlynge ca 
grete mede toy ſoule / but pf it ſo be 2 there come ſom⸗ 
tymeonylykpngeofſpnneo2 of ony vanyte thozugh 
ſuche thoughtes / than withſtãde a thynke that it is 
ũ fals ſuggeſtyon of p deuyll/ e ther with be dꝛedefull 
andſozy that 5 haſt offended god in lykynge of ſuche 
fals ymagynacyons. J rede that foz ſuchethough- 
tes onely p ſhalt not be dapned though they be come 
into thy mynde / loꝛ it is not in thy power to let them 
Bychard Kolle. E. iii. 
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to tome. But yk it be fothatÞ aſſento2 delyteinthem 
than beware foz there thou dyſpleaſeſt god. Alo it is 
good that dꝛede god though ÿ allente not to pupll 
thoughtesthatÞ fallnot fo pꝛyde. Fo eche man that 
ſtandeth in vertues ſtandeth onely by Þ vertue æ gra 
teot almyghty god. Thus tha beware ofthoughtes 
koꝛ here p mayſt le that all temptacyons begynne w 
fals ſuggeſtyons of the wycked ſpyꝛyte. And yk ha⸗ 
ue grace withſtande ſuche thoughtes 5 ſhalte ouer⸗ 
tonĩe al ſuche temptacons, And fo2Þ mooſt ſouerayn 


OO e fas bn 


£7 remedyayenſtallmanertemptacons it is goodthat 
Ll HB ſhewethy dyſeale to thy ghooſtlp fader as oft as it 
14 nideth els to ſome other good manof ghooſtly lpyyn 
: geas Iſapd beloꝛe in 5ᷣ tyfth poyntofy thyꝛde degre 


okloue. Ferthermoꝛe to ſpeke ol temptacyons. Ire⸗ 
de that whan the wycked fende may not ouercomed 
man wakßge than is his beſynes to trauaple c tota 

ryẽge hym llepynge. And that is to dyſteyue hym yl 
phemapithze maners. Oneis to begyle hym thzugh 
" Way gladxconfoztabted2emes.The ſecondeis togreueE 
g dolettehß thꝛugh ſoꝛowlull æ dꝛedelull dꝛemes. Ind 
the thyꝛde is to make hym the rather aſſent to ſynne 
wakßgethꝛugh foule ſyghtes oz other dyuerſe vany 
tees whiche he luffreth llepynge / theloze it is good to 
| beware of dꝛmes fozin ſome thou mayſt well byleue 
Elomeit1s a nought fo2 ſomtyme god 
heweth cöloꝛt towycked men ſſepyngeÿ they ſholde 
the rather leue theyꝛ ſynne / c ſomtyme he conlozted 
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2dood menllepßpgeto make them moꝛe feruent in his 
9 loue/but foꝛ as moche as p̊ myghteſt lyghtiy be dy⸗ 
ſtepuedthꝛugh ſuche illuſpõg. J coũleyll p to putthẽ 
7  alloutkrothyherteoz elg to ſhewethe to thy ghoſtly 
| | 


frendes. Foz oktymes he thathath mochelpkynge in 
dꝛemes is mooſt taryed et out ofreſte. Jiſoy chalt not 
dꝛede ſuche dꝛemes what ſoeuer they be -fozas Ire⸗ 
deyfthou be ſtable in the fayth ol holy chyꝛche / pl 
joue god with all thy herte / yfÞ be obedyent to god d 
tothy ſouerayne what euer v be as well in aduerſpte 
as in pꝛoſperpte. And yt ÿ put all thy wyll at goddes 
dyſpolycyon than ſhalte ÿ dꝛede no maner ofdzemes 
foz though they be dꝛedefull a ſozowfullto thy ſyght 
betherfoze not agaſt ne heuy but trultpgly put all to 


gyder in to goddes hande he to oꝛdepne oz the ag he 
-wyll. Alſo thoughthey be to the lyght glad a cöfoꝛta⸗ 
bie deſyze them not ne byleue not in them but ykit be 
that they tons to the woꝛchyp ol god plß do thus br 
the graceofgod p ſhalt ouercome all temptacouns lle⸗ 
ppnge. Thus than flepyn exwakfge pkthou with 
kande in the begynnpngeß kals ſuggeltyous ofthat 
wycked aũgell ÿ is to ſape wyckedt oughtes & perpl 
lous ymagynacyons as Jſapd befoze than b halte 
 ouercomeall temptacyons. Tothis acco2deth ſayut 
Auſtyn c ſayth. yfwe withſtande the luſt #lykpnge 
of vnclene thoughtes there ſholde no ſpnnereygnemn 
our dedely bee thoughtes a be 


ſtröge ayenlt temptacons-xlothugh that ghoſtly 
ſtrength ỹ lyghtly come to the loue et god. And 
foz as moche as luche temptacyons ether wozldely 
trybulacyons fall oſtentymes to goddes ſeruauntes 
intogretemedeoftheyzſoules ſothat they can ſuffre 
them mekely @thanke godtherfoze. Jwyll ſhewea 
fewe conloꝛtable wozdes ofthe vertucof pacyence by 
the whiche p maylt be ſtyred foz to ſultre bodely and 
ghooſtiy dyſcaſes gladly fo the lou of god. 
Bypchard Bolle. E.iiii. 
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weſolde come tothe loue ol god foz without encrea⸗ 
ceofvertues we mape not tome to 2ᷣ loue. To ſpcke 


ent in tribulacõns. The fyꝛſt is whan god chaſtpſeth 


oz ellys with bodly ſpkenes. The ſetonde is whã our 
enemyey fende trauapleth vs with dyuerſe tempta 


neyghvours do to vs wꝛonge oꝛ deſpytes. In echeol 


” 
' 
; 
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How thou ſhalte be patyent a what tymepocyen 
te is mooſt nedefull, F e 


Ol 


Haryte whicheis 2 . 
\ A loſtfulloftenby inpacyence. Tothis acozdeth 

ſaynt Gregozyet layth thus Men that be inpacient 
whanthey wyll not ſuffre gladly trybulacyons / de; 
ſtroye the good dedes whiche they dyde whyley ſou; 
le was in peas trelte / ⁊ ſodapnly they deſtrope that 
ghooltly werkethat they haue begonne by good auy 
ſement c grete trauayle By thele woꝛdes it lemeth 
it is nedekull to kepe with vs the vertue ol patyẽte yt 


than ok patyẽce I rede p in pꝛolſperpte it is no vertue 
to be pacyent / but what man is troubled with man 
aduerſytees ⁊ ſtandeth ſtably hopynge in the mercy 
ol god he hath the vertue ol patyente. ¶ Inthꝛe ma⸗ 
ner of wayes goddes ſeruaũtes haue nede to be paty 


them with his rodde as with loſſe of woꝛdely goodes 


cyons by the ſulfraũce of god. The thyꝛde is whã our 


thelethꝛeour enempe belyeth hym to bꝛyngt vs out 
of patyence in echeoktheſe we ſhold ouercome hym 
yl we be patyent. As thus yl we luffre eaſely e gladiy 
the chaſtilynge ol god without ony grutchynge Allo 
pk wedelyte vs not in the fals ſuggeſtyons ot the fen 


de dt alſente in no maner tohis wycked temptacyons 
Ao ykwe kepe vs ſadiy i charpte whã weſuffre ony 
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wzonges 02 deſpytes ofanyofourneghbourg / thus 
we lholde ouercome that wycked fende withabeer 
tue ol pacpence. Jſaydas fo2the ſyꝛſt we ſholdouer- 
come the fende yl we ſutkre eaſely a gladly thecha 
ſynge ol god without ony grutchynge this is good 
we luffre fo2 it is fo2 grete ioue whuhe he hath to vs 
tt ſo grete medethat he wyll oꝛdeyne ſoz vs. To this 
purpoſe ſaynt Jultyn ſpeketh e ſayth thus to eche 
mancs ſoule callyngeß ſoule doughter a ſapth thus 
Doughter yk thou wepe vnder thy kader wepe not w 
indygnacyon ne loꝛ pꝛyde oz that thou ſuffreſt is tp2 
medpepne to the c fo2no payne itis a chaſtyſynge: Kc 
no dampnatyon thou wpit not leſe thynherytage. 
Put not fromthethat rodde/take no hede to the ſhar 
penes of that rodde / but take good hede howe well 
thou ſhalt be rewarded in thy faders teſtamet Theſe 
woꝛdes map be remeued to euery cryſten man & wo⸗ 
man as thus.Yf our fader in heuen ſhold chaſtyſe vs 
w loſſe ol goodes 02 w ſykenes of body we ſholde not 
grutche/but we ſholde be ſozy p we treſpaced ayenſte 
our fader # take mekely his chaſtyſynge e cueralke 

mercy. His chaſtyſynge is helpe to our ſoules c rules 

ofgrete penaũte his chaſtyſyngeis but a warnynge 
loꝛ loue c not durynge foz wꝛath we cholde not be put 
out frome the herptage ol heuen it is nedefull we be 
boxum to our fader in heuen e ſuſfre lowely © gladly 
his ryghtfull chaſtyſynge ſoꝛ our greuous treſpaſyn 
gethat thꝛugh the vertueof pacyence we may came 
tothat grete herytage / that is to ſayetothebiyfitof 
heuen to whiche he oꝛdeyned vs ĩ his lait teltamet 
that was whan he gale fo2 vs his herteblood vyon ỹ 
troſſe. Thus we mult ſuffregladiythechaſtyſygeof 


'prthouſutfreſuchetemptacons gladly and aſſenteſt 


god Wout grutchynge.This chaſtyſynge as Iſayd 
is ſomtyme in lykenes of body / & ſomtyme in lolle ot 


woꝛldely goodes.Yfthou bechaſtyſed with ſykeneſſe 
of body/ haue in thy mpnde the woꝛdes ofthe apoſtle 


whan he ſaydthus. All be it that our body outwarde 
be coꝛrupted with ſykenes our ſoule within is made 
newe e moꝛetlene frome dape to daye. Allo ꝓł we be 
chaſtyſed w loſſe ol goodes / take hede to p pouerte of 


Job where Þmay haue a grete exãple of patyẽce fo; 


with gretethankynges to god he toke fnllmekely x 
' gladly grete pouerte ſykenes many dyſeaſes x ſapd 
Our loꝛd gafe / our loꝛde hath take a wapr /as it plea 
eth hỹ ſoit is do/blelſyd be the name ol p loꝛde. Jeſu 
Thus haſt example to ſuffre gladly p chaſtyſpnge 
of ne Gen allo as fo the ſeconde we ſholde ouer⸗ 
come 

ong /c pt we aſſente in no maner to his wycked temps 

tatyons. In the laſtechapytre beſoꝛe thou haſt how 

thou ſhalt be ſtronge ⁊ ſtable ayenſt alltemptacyons 


de l we delyte vs not in his fals ſuggeſty 


De no wmoꝛe openly why ÿ ſhalt gladiy ſuffretemps 


 tacyons without ony grutchynge One ſbyll is foz yf 
thou ſuffre thẽ not gladly but grutcheſt apenſt them 
than ÿ letteſt the that ſholde helpethe / the whiche be 
good aũgels other ſayntes c helpeſt thyn enempes 
whiche be wycked fendes loꝛ a greter confo2tis none 
to theym but whan they fynde a man heuy and grut 


chynge / therkoꝛe luſtrethem gladly and aſkehelpet 
mercy ol hym in whom all grace is and conſozte. Allo 


not to them in lykynge ne in wyll thanthou ſtoppeſt 
the fende that he dar not aſſaylethe with other temp 
acong fozhedzedeth to be put out from the d be ouer 


f 
| 
| 


come whan he keleth the lo ſtable z lo patyent that is 


re he ſayth. Nought we bzough 


1 


a grete dzede to hym. Foꝛ whan he trauayleth ama 
with temptations and he be withſtande than ve his 
paynes mochethe moze encreaſed in hell withſtande 
than his temptacons with the vertueof pacyente 
ſo thou ſhalte ouercome hym. ¶ As fo2 thyꝛde waye 
of pacyfce Jſaydy we ſholde kepe vs ſadiy inchary⸗ 
te whã weſuffrewzonges0z deſpytesofotherneygh 
bours ſuche wꝛonges it is nedelull to ſuffre $2 thejo 


ueol god. Fo as ſaynt Auſtyn ſaych he that is lo pa⸗ 


tyent that gladly wpilſuffre wzonges ſhall be oꝛder⸗ 
ned grete and myghty in heuen. Jfthan thy goodes 
be taken from the wzongfully ſuffre eſely and thyn⸗ 
ke in thy herte that thou tame naked ĩto this wozide 
t no better than naked ſhalt thou go a wax out ot the 
woꝛlde. Alo thynke vpon p woꝛdes ol ß apoſtle whe- 

tinto this wozlde# 


no thynge we map bere with vs / thynke vponthele 


woꝛdes 5 Itrowethey ſhall ſtyze the moche to pacy⸗ 
ence, If thou be dyſplealedoꝛ defamed wꝛongtul 
thynke vpon the woꝛdes oftryſt whan he ſayd thus 


to his dylcypleg. ye be blellyd whan wycked men cur 
ſe you oꝛ deſpyſeyou wzongfully whã thy purſpewe 
you oz ſaye ony euyll makynge leſynges ayenlt you 
wꝛongfully Joyeth than be glad foz your mede is 
plenteous in heuen. Thele wozdes methynketh (hol 


demaketheto ſuffregladiy deſpytes dc euyll wozdes 


It falleth ſomtyme that ſome mennes hertes be full 


grete e ſtoute by pꝛyde c inpacpence. — — ſer 


uauntes whan they ſe ſuche men ſo dylealed and tra 
uayled iu theyꝛ ſoules haue grete cõpaſſyon ol them 
knowynge well p it cometh of vnſtablenes of herte 
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 amofwyckedſteryngeofthe fleſſhe /#therfozethep | 
 (uffrewycked #angry wozdes loꝛ p tyme poppnge} 
after lo gretenoyſeſhallcome ſome maner caſex#low 

nes okherte they ſuffre allo fo p tyme foz they knowe 
well it is full harde a man to euercome hymſelke / fo} 
thyſe caules euer good man ſholde gladly ſuffrean; 
gry wozdes Alſo ſome men and women there be that 

wpll not ſuftre / but foz one wycked woꝛde they laye 


an other and take noo hede to the rewarde that they 


cholde haue ol god yr they wolde ſulfre ſuche men all 


dape fall in temptacyons foꝛ angre of herte and fo; 
inpacyẽce/therloꝛe what euer thou be that art deſpy⸗ 


edo thy nepghbourſuffre gladly #fapne as thou 


herdeſt hym not vnto p tymẽ that his herte be eaſed 


And than pfit be ſuche mater that chargeth mapſt 
ſpenke to hym in eaſy maner and yk it is no chargynge 
than it is no foꝛce though thou holde thy peas and an 


ſwere ryght nought. Thus J haue ſhewed p exams 


ples foꝛ to ſtyꝛethe to patyentt. Fyꝛſt how thou ſhalt 
_ gladlyſuffrethechaſtyſyngeofalmyghty god as ſy: 
kenes ok boby oz ellys loſſeofgoodes. CThe ſeconde 
howthou ſhalt gladip ſuffre the temptacyons ofthe 
tende. Indthe thyzdehowthouſhalte gladly ſu ffre 
wuonges and deſpyſynges ot thy neyghbour. But 


nowouer all the enſamples I counſepli the toꝛ to ha⸗ 
uconethynge ſpecpall in thy hert the whichelhall be 


à generall enlampleot᷑ pacyente to ſuffre gladelp all 


Wy ——— fox the loueofgod. This enlam 


koꝛ to haue euermoꝛe in thy mõde in eche dyſea 


ſethe grete pouerte trybulacyon and the bytter paſly 
onof Jhelſu cryſt goddes ſone whiche he ſuſfred glad 
e wypllulip foꝛ the loue ok all mankynde. ¶ Ok this 


good loꝛde ſpebeth ſaynt Bernar. ſayth thus. Cryſt 
goddes ſone of heuen frome the tyme p he came out 
ofthe gloꝛ vous maydens wombe Marye had neuer 
but pouerte ⁊ trybulacyon tyil he went to ſuffre deth 
whiche maner of deth it nedeth not at this tyme fo2 
toſhewe it tothe. Foz Yhaſteitopenly by ß techynge 
ofall holy chyzche. Haue than ſadly in thy mynde as 
moche as god wyll gyue the grace / how gladly how 
lo wely c what he ſuffred foz the#Þ thought Itrowe 
ſhall make the to wynnethe vertae of pacyente ⁊᷑ to 
encreate in other vertues / I ſo fozth withina whyle 
to tome to ploue of god. Ind now ferthermoze loꝛ as 
moche as all v vertues be mooſt pleaſynge xaccepta 
ble to god whiche be 2tynued q bꝛought to good ende 
therfozeto ſtrengthe ß in theſe vertues Jwyllſhewe 
the now ſome wozdes of y vertue of perſeueraunce. 


3 ¶ how perſeueraunte is nedefull / how ỹ mapſt 
beperſeueraunt,>=4@dD ID ID 


2 NeErſeueraunce is fulfyllynges endeofall ver⸗ 
tues keperof all goodnes without whiche p/ 
ſeuerafice no man may ſe god. But thou be perleue- 
raunt p maylt haue no mede thankene wozlhyp foz 
thy ſeruyte.yl thou be perſcueraunt thou ſhalthaue 
mede fo2 thy true ſerupte / c a grete rewarde foꝛ thy 
ooſtly trauayle # awozlyypfullcrowneof vyctozye 

2 thy ſtronge batayle, Of this matery halt befoze 
in p ftyfth poyntof the thyzdedegreeof loue therfvze 
at this tyme it nedeth not toſpcke but lytell mozeas 
ofthis purpole. But I coũſeyll the in fewe wozdes yf 
thou wylt be ꝑſeueraũt in goodnes that y trauapleſt 


towynne the vertue of patyente wherof J haue tou; 
ched ſomwat in the laſte chapytre befoze. Foz many 


men begynne full well and ende theyr lyfe full peryl; | ; 
louſly the cauſeis foʒ the moꝛe partye Jnpacyence 
oz they wyll not ſuffre gladely temptacyons t other 


trybulacyds.Foz whanthey kele neuer ſo lytell dylea⸗ 
ſeghooſtly 02 bod ly anone they fall a wape krom ver 


| tuesFtozneagaynetoſynne Ind often it kalleth that 
lome men fall{o ſoꝛe that they deye by that fall /that 
is to ſaye that they fall in to grete ſykenes & peryll of 


ſoule /that to our ſyght they deye in grete ſynne cer⸗ 
rours without ony amendement. Okluche men ſpe; 


eth god almyghty æ ſayth. No man ß putteth his 
hande to the plowe v loketh beh de hym is dyſpoſed 
ty come tothe kyngdom ok heuen. Here peraueoture 


thou woldeſt aſke what is he that holdeth the plowe 


Flokethbehyndehym. He putteth his hande to the 


plowe 5 amendeth his ſyñes w cõtrytyon e cõfeſſyon 
to bꝛynge fo2th fruyte ol penaũce a to encreate in ver⸗ 


* tues. He loketh behynde hym that tozneth agayne 


to ſynne whiche were foꝛſaken alter tyme he had be⸗ 

one good werkes. Therloze what euer thou be that 
all begonneto leue vyces toꝛne not agayne to them 
fozalytell dyſeaſeyfthou wylte hauethe gretemede 


that longeth to perſcueraũce.¶ Alſdyt thou wylt be 
perleueràunt thou muſt be ſtable in herte pk Þ wpit 


be ſteble in herte muſt beware okthe lykðge e plea⸗ 


dung of the woꝛlde e lee from wycked cõpany thou 
mult take no hede to pꝛaſynges ne to blamynges foz 


ok all theſe cometh vnſtablenes. And yk thou haueo⸗ 


nylykSgetn ghooltly werkes that vnſtablenes wyll 
put it awape / therloꝛe be ware e llee ſuche maner ol 


1 
es. ts. 


octaſpons yfthou wylt be ſtable. CJ lapenot that p 
ſhalt flee bodely from p woꝛlde oꝛ fro woꝛdely goodes 
foz they bep2pneppalloccaſyons/but I tounſeyl the 
in herte and in wyll that thou flee all ſuche vanptes 

| Foz though 5ᷣ be loꝛde oʒ lady huſbonde man oz wyfe 
thou mapyſt haue as ſtable an herte æ wyll as ſome re 
lygous that ſytte in the clopſtres But ſothe it is that 
the mooſt ſykereſt wayeis to fle as relygyous do but 
1 fo: allmay not be men oꝛ women ot relygyon/therfo⸗ 
_reofeucry degre in woꝛlde god hathcholen his ſer⸗ 
uauntes. what euer than thou be p wyt come to p lo⸗ 
ueof god begynne fy2\t to do good dedes with a good 
wyll and a contynuell deſyze. Aſter that deſp2e fulfplil 


tpnuc to thy lyues ende. Whan ÿ haſt begonne thyn 
ke inthyn hert that god hath gyuethe ſuche grace to 
begynne that thỹgeto his woꝛchyp thou mayſt well 
do it pf thou wylte perſoꝛme it in dede with the helpe 
of god. Alter this poynte ſtande ſtably in wyll aſke 
-graceof perſeueraunte and pertoʒme it in dede with 
a feruent ſpyꝛyte. Ind whan thou haſt begonne dyl⸗ 


cretly though it be trauaylous in the begynnynge 


- All that trauaple be it in kaſtynges / wakynges / pꝛay 
erg oz ony other ghooſtly trauaple all ſhall be lyght 
tothe e ſhall toꝛne the in ſo grete myꝛthe and ghooſt⸗ 
ly ctonſoꝛte that thou ſhalt ſette lytelſ by the paſlpnge 
Jope and the vanytees ofthe woꝛlde. Stande than 
ſtably in wyll and in dede / and god almpghty that 
hath begonne good werkes in the wyll nozyſlhe the 
lozth in all vertues/delende the from thyn enemyes 


teche theto loue hym / and kepe the in to his loue to 


thy lyues ende alter this deth thou ſhalt not dꝛede oz 


A 


thy wyll in dede with dyſcrecion that thou mayſt con 


— — 


thou ſhalte euer abydeinhis kyngdome where that 
is no care ne dꝛede / but all Jope co foꝛte fo2 euermo⸗ 
relaſtynge. Now J haue ſhewed to ñ foure degrees 
okloue ⁊ declared here fpue ſpecyall vertues whiche | 
dàg me thynketh mooſt nedefull euery man fo2 to ha⸗ 
ue 5 wyll trauaple in ghooſtly werkes eto all other 
maner men and women they be full ſpcdefullto kno⸗ 
we whether they be relpgyous oꝛ ſeculer. And fo: as 
moche as many in the begynnynge haue full lytell ſa 
uout in deuote pꝛapers oꝛ in holy medytacons ſome 
perauenture toꝛ tender age / ⁊ſome foꝛ vnconnynge/ 
\therfoze wluthebmple folks I wyll ſhewe a maner 
toꝛme how by medytacion they may beſtyzed to deuo 
, Cyon and what maner pꝛaper ſhall beto theym nede⸗ 
full, — C222 S S 
H Vy what pꝛaper oꝛ thought thou mapſt be 
ſtpꝛed to deuocyon. T 


5 Han thou oꝛdeyned p to pꝛayeoꝛ haue onp de⸗ 
_ AA uocyon foundeto hauea pꝛeup place from all 
maner nopſe #tymeofreſte wout ony lettynge. Dyt 
thereoꝛ knele there as is mooſt to thyn eaſe Than be 
thou lozdeoz lady heme well thou haſt a god ma⸗ 
de ofnought whiche hath gyue tothe thy ryght wyt 


tes ryght l}mes other wozldelp eaſe moꝛe than to 
ſomeother as ̊ mayſfſe aldaye 5ᷣ lyue ingretedyſca 

ſe c moche bodely myſchyef.Thynke alſo how ſpnful 
thou arte æ were not the keppngeofÞ good god thou 
choldeſt fall in all maner ok ſynne by th owne wꝛet⸗ 
chednes ⁊ than 5 mayſt thynke ſothiy as ol thy ſelf 
there is none fo ſynfull as ᷣ arte. Alo vl haue ony 
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bvbertue oz grace oł good lyu nge thynke it cometh ot 
ddes ſendynge e nothynge ofthy ſelfe. Thynke all 
do how longe e how often god hath ſuffredthein fyns 
jene / he wolde not take the in to dampnacyon whan þ 
huaddeſt deſerued it / but goodly hath abyden the tyll 

woldeſt leue ſynne ⁊ toꝛne to goodnes fo2 loth hym 
were to koꝛſake p he bought ſo dere w bytter paynes. 

Alſo p̊ mapſt thynke fo: he wolde not lele the he beca⸗ 
a | meman c was bozneofa mapde /in pouerte ⁊ trybu 
lacyons all his lyfe he lyued / aſter fo2 thy loue deth 
he wolde ſutfre to ſaue the by his mercy. ¶ In ſuche 
r | manerthoumayſt thynkeofhiggretebenciytes and 
fo:themoze gracetogeteto the compliiccpon beholde 


with thy ghooſtly eye his ppteous paſſpon. 


A ſhozte medytacyon of the paſſyon of our lozde 
heſu cryſte. pup ‚ Aly 


S in thy herte as yk 

ſawe thy loꝛde take of his enemyes wma⸗ 

ny repzeues e deſpptes bꝛought belozea Juge falſe; 

ly the accuſedofmany wyckedmenandheanſwered 

ryght noght but mekely ſuffred theyꝛ woꝛdes They 

wolde nedes haue hß deed / but fy2ſt to ſuffre paynes | 

Beholdethi that good loꝛd cheuerynge #quakynge lf 

all his body naked bounde to a pyler about hym ſtan if 
dynge wicked men Wout ony reaſon ſoze ſtoꝛgpngeß 14 
bleſſpd bodp without out pyte Se how they ceſſe not 

from theyꝛ angry ſtrokes tyll they ſe hym ſtande in 

his blood vp to his ancles from the toppeofhisheed 

tothe ſoleot his foot hole ſuynne they leſte none his 

lleſſhe thy raſed to the bones d foz werynes olthem 
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on his bleſſyd moder / ſe what ſoꝛow ſhe made foz her 
dere ſone ⁊ haue compaſſpon of her payne that laye 


N they vnbynde hym how haſtly they dꝛawe hym loꝛth 
„ to dohß moꝛe dyſeale. A garlodeofthoznes they put 
| vpon his heed tyll the blood ran downe in to his eyen 


nole mouth x ceres. Than they kneleddowneW ſcozs 


'} mnesxarolevpwithrepzeuexlpette in his face, Dee 


than howpbleſſydlady beteth her bꝛeſtdꝛaweth her 
clothes c wzpngeth her handes c Itrowe thou wylt 
wepe ſoꝛ d pytetull ſyght. CLokeyct agaynetothy 


lozd c ſe how they hurle hym foꝛth to an hyghe hylle 


theretonaple hym hande tfoot vpon the rode tree. 
SBethan fpꝛſt how fyerſly they dꝛawe ok his clothes 
iq __ thowmekelythathethan wentetothecroſſehefpxe 


dꝛewe fozth his armes tylly ſpnewes the Jopntes 
be all tobꝛoke than with full grete naylles they nay 
led his pꝛecyour handes to the croſſe. the ſame ma 
ner thou mayſt ſe how greuoully they dꝛawe his de⸗ 


te warthylegges and nayled his feet downeto ß tree 


Sethan how they pzoferedhym foz to dꝛynke bytter 


If ny deſpytes.Than herkentothatgoodiozd how me 
1 kelp hetaketh leueofhis gracyous moder and ok his 
1 dere apoſtles e betaked them eyther toother as dere 
m.moder and ſone. Than with a grete voyte hetõmen⸗ 

ded his ſpyꝛpte to his father in heuen and hanged 
downe that bleſſyd heed ryght ſozth vpon his bzeite. 
Se alſo how ſoone alter they perced his hert thigh 
with a ſpere with full grete anger and ranne downe 


ſelfethepleftchymalmoſtdede,Lokethanaſpdevp 


thireaſwowne, Tozne agapnetothy loꝛde c ſehow 


deth his armes abꝛode / blit ſtrayter wit coꝛdes they 


galle c eyſyll and kneled agayn befozehym with ma⸗ 


—— 


by his body medled blood c water Than mayſt thou 
haue tull grete pyte beholdynge that good lady how 
fo: ſozowe ſhe ſynketh downe in her ſyſters armes. 
Take hede tothe chere okhis apoſtle ſaynt Johan to 
the teres ok marye Magdalene and of his other fren 
des / J trowe amonge all theſe thou ſhalte haue cõ⸗ 
puccon c plenteotł teres. Whan there comethe ſuche 
deuocyon thã is tyme that thou ſpeke foz thyn owne 
nede c foꝛ all other quycke oꝛ deed that truſten to thy 
pꝛaper. Caſte downe thy body to p groũde ⁊ lyfte vp 
thy herte on hye with dꝛedefull chere than makethy 
mone cpt᷑ thou wylt thou mayſt thynke thus ⁊ ſaye. 
Aloꝛde god almyghty bleſſyd mote thou be ÿ madeſt 
me thou boughteſt me / thy ſulkraticeis full grete in 
me /vᷣ woldeſt not take me in to dampnacpon that ol⸗ 
ten J haue deſerued / but thou haſt kepe# laucdme 
tyll J woulde fozſake ſynne and toꝛne hole to ß. Now 
loꝛde with ſo2owfull herte Jknowleche tothy godhe 
dethat kalſely Jhaueſpended and without pꝛaufyte 
all my wyttes and vertues whiche halt gyuen me 
in helpynge ol my ſoule all the tymcof my lyke in dy- 
uerle vanptees all the lymmes of my body in ſynne c 
lupertluptees the grace of my cryſtendom in pꝛyde c 
other wꝛetchydneſſe. And ſothly good loꝛde Jhauclo 
uedother thynges moche moꝛe than the d not with- 
ſtandynge my grete vnkpndenes euer thou halt nuu 
ryllhcdmeandtenderly kepte me. Ofthy grete ſuf 
fraũce IJ had full lptell magni: of thy greteryght 
wyſnes Jhadbutlytelldzcde, J toke no hede to thã⸗ 
ke ß fo: thy grete goodnes / but all my lylefrõ dape to 
daße grete m̃at ot waath J haue ſhewed to ß thꝛugh 


mß owne wyckednes herloze loꝛd J wotenot what 
eee e 


ſhallſayetoÞbutonely this woꝛde in whiche Ftruſt 
Godot thy grete mercy Hauemercp on me / Jwote 
well loꝛde ally J haue cometh onely of Þ Awote well 
without the no thynge map be / but my ſynne c wꝛet 
chydnes cometh all of me / wherkoze lozde with metze 
herte J beſechethy grace do not me as J haue deſer 


ued but after thy grete mercy and lende me grace ol 


they be dzedefull IJ wote well here after they ſhall be 


thyn holy ghooſt to lyghten myn herte to cofozte my 
ſppꝛyte to ſtable me in the ryghte wape to perfozme 
thy comatidementes that J may haue perſeueraũce 
in that 3 haue begöne c that J benomoꝛe departed 
fcomp by my vnſtablenes oʒ by temptacyos ofmpn 
enempe. It is loꝛde pet full wozthy that J be chaſtys 
ſed fo my wycked lyuynge w what rodde thy wyll is 
well come be thy ſendynge. Pacyently good loꝛde ſen 
de me grace gladly to ſuffrethy chaſtyſynge cofozte 
me amoge fo2 thy grete grace c whan thy wyllis w⸗ 

dꝛawe thp rod c take me to thy mercy, Full bytter be 
theletemptacpons ⁊᷑ tull greuous to ſulfre though 


mede full to my ſoule / but good lozdeÞ knowelt well 
myn herte is ryght feble moche is myn vnſtablenes 
mp cõnpnge is butlytelltherfoze good loꝛdeſtrength 
me ſtable mec techeme as madeſt me e bought me 
ſo kepe c delẽde me body c ſoule take to the no thß⸗ 
ge after my wyll but as ᷣ wylt loꝛde ſo mote it be And 
now good Jheſu goddes ſone knower of all thynge 
helpe me in wycked thoughtes p Jdyſpleaſethenot 
in lpuynge ne in aſſentynge full often J haue dyſplea 
ſed the in dyuerſe thoughtes al apenſt thy wyll c mo 
che to my lykynge therfozeit is thy ryght wyſnes 
I betrauaꝑled wother thoughtes at thyn oꝛdyna 
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te x greuous to me /but curteys Jhelu whi thy wpl 
is put them awaye c take me in to thy grace. Jheſu 
tryſt goddes ſone whiche ſtode ſtyll beloze p Juge no 
thynge to hym how ie I dꝛa we mp tongue tyll 
Ithpnke what a how I hall ſpeke p may be to thy 
1 wolhyp Jhelu goddes ſone whoſe hondes were boũ 
de full ſoꝛe foꝛ my loue gouerne c wyſſhe myn hides 
c all myn other lymmes p all my werkes may begyn 
dt gracyoully ende to thy mooſt pleaſure, Alſo loꝛde 
ſeeſt well ð many ther be truſt to my pꝛaper foꝛ gra 
cethatyeſhewe to me moze than Jam wozty ye wo⸗ 
te well loꝛde Jam ſuche as they wene but thought 
me pꝛaper be vnwoꝛzthy/take hede to they lownes x 
to therꝛ deuocõn ⁊ what they deſpꝛeto your woꝛſhyp 
graũte it them foz your goodnes. Gratite them me 
| Etoallother foʒ whom we be bounde to pꝛaye grace 
to loue all that is to pour lykpnge and you to loue to 
pour mooſt pleaſynge no thyngeto deſyꝛethat ſholde 
dyſpleaſe vou. All maner temptacyons myghtely to 
withſtande all other vanyteeg foz your loue to deſpy 
ſe you good loꝛde euer to haue in mynde and in your 
ſeruite fox to abyde to our lpues ende. And yt ye graũ 
te vs ony thynge to doo that ſhall be to vs medefull⸗ 
graunte pꝛate to the ſoules whiche be departed from 
the body in p paynes ol purgatozye abydynge pour 
mercy. Amen. ME,... 1 Dd. 
¶ In ſuche manerthoumayſt pzayeinthe begyn⸗ 
nynge c whanÿ art weil entred in to deuocyon thou 
alte perauenture haue better felynge in pꝛapers c 
in holy medytacyongother wyſe than I can ſayeoꝛ 
ſhewe good bꝛoder oꝛ ſyſter pꝛaye than foꝛ me whiche 
by ß techynge ol almyghty god haue wzyten to the 
Bychard Volle. F. iii. 
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theſe fewe woꝛdes in helpynge okthy ſoule. 
I Good curteps aungellozdeyned to my gouer 
A nale Jknowe well my febleneg e my vncon⸗ 
nynge / allo well J wote p ſtrength haue J none to do 
goddes ſeruycebutonelyofhis gykte cok your beſy; 


kepßge. The tonnyngeß Jhauecometh nothßgeok 


me but what god wyll ſede me by your good entyſyn 
ge. How good dee aungell J aſkeyou lowelp 
mercy foꝛ lytell hede J haut taken ok your good beſy/ 


nes but now J thaͤtze pou as J tan w full herte beſe⸗ 
tchynge pou 5 pe kepeme truely this daxe g euermo⸗ 


re llepynge pou x wakyng e 
holy techpge. Defende mea kepe me from bodely her 
mes dekende me ⁊ kepe me from ghooſtly peryles to 
gooddes worlhyp ſauynge of my loule Teche mea 
wyſſhe me my wyttes foꝛ to dyſpẽde mooſt to goddes 
woꝛſhyp e plcaſynge. Fede me w deuocpon tſauour 


of ghooſtly \wetnes confozte me whan nede is ayenſt 


my ghooſtly enempes ⁊ ſuffre me not to leſe p grace p 
is graũted me / but of your wozthy offyce kepe me in 
goddes leruyte to my lyues ende. And after p paſſyn 
ge ofthe body pꝛeſente my ſoule vnto the mercpfull 
god. Foʒ though Jtall aldape by mp owne freete vou 


de J wozſhyp Þ # Jmpyght to pour lykynge therfoze 


god to wozthyp foz vou / alſo you in hym after his ho⸗ 


ly techynge. Ithanke hym w this holy pzayer. Pas 


ter noſter. Et ne nos. Sed libera nos a malo. Amen, 


CEnpyyntedat London in Fleteſtrete in the ſygne 


or the Donne by me wynkyn de worde. 


Itazkein wytnes p euer J hope in merty Sladly wol 
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